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!tK* ■It ;.. ' U^'ifi vv;i!i v .■ne'iv.tiv>'iN and vilh M.,mc ^vfuht ndrkl.-c-- 

f.-.ii J;! , 

f.f thif: hiUi; x.s<,tK, miiy i>e itirJif i .a li>e "'■>ni Kmnncipation. i Stith \o in- 
kifiii i-iuh,, lljiil Mr. Dm u;i.b. ;>,Ucrv', .ir'J> I^.rd MeivUle, ari acute Man, uiwi a 
I'rK-tKi to the Piartpjs, ffp'-i-'d (h ' :>:rjsf rtitotwe to Purliament (■ i)ir. viAr 
1i792. We see, »i).en, that U f vord £jnar\cipafion cacoot be ci» 'tgwi with 
AVrvY^y. It cofftiims. now no >:m idea!. It contairn now notiitiig ■hut mhsi 
bciS i.»o€n tkough! prucikd^itj ^ivA even desirchk ft- U mconj»laheti. The E^iimici-. 
f^jitiOk. which I dei»»?e is such an Euiaucij>HUKn oi»l^, as I faf»r.!y bf]icv»! to In- 
r ojrpattWc not only with U)t lUtc suW«iin*!iwjn acd hajipinessof the lalhHirer,' 
inn with the permanent irttcrcsti of his rinployer. 

J wish also fx> say, in ca«> any thing like an uiidue warmth fccliug on 
my jWift should discovered ui the course of the work, that I bad »o i)ii»ten" 
lioir of htii»g waitn a?,».iosl tbi' Westi lodiatts as a body. I icnow Ui»t tiifrc 
ar-c aiauy esttmabltt fueii amorkg thfin living in £ng)Aa(l, who dcterve every 
dcsirabi* pwise for liaviir<g sent over instcucbons to iJbcu Agents ia the West 
ifldies from tiwae to littie iu behaU of their wretehed Slaws. And yfl, aia^,! 
even tbes€» Masters th'maelvet., keve not Ao^ in/lwnu tnot^k io mcstre tkc. 
fUJiiitKnt of tktir own insirttctbtmt ttpm their own e$tate* ; oor vtll they, 90 lon^ 
fi's the }>reient fj/r.tcm cottinmes. T\iiey will never be able to Larry thetr mcri* 
lorious desigr.5 into effect against Prgudke, Law, and ( titoist. If this be not 
M>, how happens it that you cannot the Slaves, Ijeinnging to suclr esti- 
VnAblc iT>cn, without markt of the whip upon their hackt f The tnith i*", that so 
long fit ovtrteers, drivers, and oikert, are cntrmted with the use of arbitrary povver , 
and to long as Negro-evidence i$ innkdid ogaintt the tehite oppt^etsor, and $o long 
OS kuman nature coniinw.t to be what it it, no order from the r for tlic 

better personal treatment of the Slave milt or am be obeyed. J itist the 

Kystem theft, and not against the West Indians as a body, thi, . . waim, 
sltould I be found so uniatentionailyt in the present work. 

Oruc word or two now on snoibcr ruvrt of the subicci> A areM noi«ir wifl 
oe laiiUe, no uouDt^ wnen uje question ot iumancipatioQ comes to be agitated, 
about the immente property at stake, I mean the property of" the Planters ;-^iKi 
oiherh connected with th^. This is all well. Their interests ought un- 
doubtedly to b8 attended to. But I bop* and trust, that, if property is to be 
attended to on one tidt of the question, it will be equally attended to on the 
other. This is but commorf justice. If you put into one scale the gold and 
jetoeli of the Planters, you are bound to put into the other tlie liberty of 
800,000 of tiie African race ; for every man's liberty is his own properly by the 
laws of Nature^ Reason, Justice, and Jiefigioni and, if it be not ?o with Our 



f;f iii'rJr.iui to ill -/.z?.(l hv r!iffi:^!>* >■ ri t!. ' '!.,tak^ 'ir,.>i)!<> \ 

ii:;t a yc^'"'''* "Mf* V* !rf!n j\tr;c;i'.i j" /'.-liA h.i-f ii;'*',': St' s'. r*.f' i ' ' yiKi h'.irr'i:. ;-."v<"; • 
!ii H iinid ■ and Ah; !rr< !•> -1!''?' ■ for in-ta.:.; : \ Swlr f.i j ■•- .i ..; ' 

],«, Id Slaves, I'vviw Uiis i;- 'Hau ha*- :j<>t o tiscei tC' fvv. >c !.;(';, i 
('i;f ithcr ha-'' '.ht AfViran in his ovi^i < i,.njiilr^} ; a:;>! U; ihti. Ion unabk, 
tlMugh be d««8 his bt-s?, to jJeaso hi^ ma'Ster, he is f Hisrd U) further exct ti-.'ii 
^ty W«j mh^. Ferhafi* he takes this tyesUnienl ;ndi'i!!;vT;tt_v. "11,!-^ only ss-currs 
turn a s^ixff inmtsJtmrni. 1 ^^ay ncthnig ot \m U ai-j, l-adly id], .■) iu-ivofi. ur 
oiotiwid- l^^hcshoufd ^'avc a. wifb.-nd daitghtrrs \vi;i> h)m„ imvi nuich n-(uu 
crusl wfiuM be hb ftttf:! tc see the u^ndcr skins of these lacer«tctt v.v 
whip! te *«€ (hsm torn from iiUii.. with a krwwlwlg*^ that they arv.' pntig to 
be com^w-Ued to $ubm«{ to i}>e Sust of .n ovf rsef r ? mul rcdresn,' '* Ho** lonu," 
saysbe, "» this frightful system, whs'-h te&rs my botlyiu^^ieoef-aml f-sf ruGia tcs 
my soui, '«^hjfi\ kiils roe hy tiwhes, and which i5>volves my family iiwimpi^- 
abteBU^rj' a!^4iitt*((ierited dt«.gr»r:*^, t« continue?" — rivr," rcpJit ^. a t<oice 
suddenly: as lektw* to your cwn !ife, ant) the life of yowuife and 

iiauf/ktfri, and that of all tkcir patlerkyy Now would not this wnl'nenu^jn 
give idl thai he had left behind him in England, and tdt that he had in th,.' trorld 
iKsuiet^Kod viithttthe ttadin pvspect and ejcpectnncy^ to get out of this wretched 
state, thougjj fee fowisaw that «n his return to his own coorMry he vonld be. 
obliged to bflg. bis bread for the rcmaisjder of his life? 5 am fiure he would. 
? a«i sur«! Jbe *6ulcl instantly |>ref«r bis Uierty to kin^oldr There woultJ- not 
hs the hMtaiion of u moment as to the choice he would make. I hop<?, tlien, th»i 
if the argiment of pYjtiVflf should be urged on one side of tHe-qucstron, the 
t^fTumeid cf property iiibertv) ^ oreriooked on the other, birf tliat they 

will be fairty weigbetl, the'one against the other, and tW an aUoirarK-« wiU 
bs imde a» ^e«cal« shall prpfonderate on either side. 
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I KNOW of no object, vvlucb humanity apd justice, &» well a» 
public and private iqtereat, are more iatimatdy if«ited to projncte, 
than that of. the mitigation of the slavery of tt.e Negroes in our 
Colonies, with a view to ibeir final emaadpaticjj. TlasotyecJtw&s 
taken into copsitleratioa when the Abolition of the slave trade was 
first practically thought uf, and by the verypersom who first pub- 
licly embarked in that cause in England ; b'Jt it w«3 at tii^t time 
postponed, not on tlif grouad that Slavery was less crud, or 
picked, or impoliiic, than the dave irade^ but for othftr jreasons. 
It was supposed, that, by effecting the abp!.i!,ioa of the slave trade, 
tlje axe would be laid to the root the whole evil :-»~for what was 
more reasonable than to suppose, that, when masters could no 
longer obtain Slaves from Africa or elsevhere, they would be com- 
pelled, by a sort of inevitable necessity, or a fear of consequences, 
or by a sense of their own interest, to take better care of those 
whom they might then hate in their poisessionf What was more 
reasonable, than to suppose that the different local legislatures, 
moved by the same considerations, irouid inmediatdy interf^e, 
witliout even the loss of a day, and so alter and. amend the laws 
relative to the treatment of Slaves, aa to enforce that as a public 
Saty, which it would be thus the private Uiterest cMf indBtviiduals to 
pciroroi f Was it not also reasonj.ble to suppose tljat a system of 

]Hrouhl {»9(jluce more willing as vrell as nooce elHe 9S^ vf^uable 
labourers before; and that this efiec^ whoi once Ti)|ib|le, 
would agsualwicl both ofiasters and }e0irifi.tocSj on 4^ «<>9f^^ 
terest, to ix^i their slaves stMl more like moi ; oay, at :}f^^|i to 
give ^ettt ev<«i prinlege? ; and thus to elevate their co^ * *^ ~ 
degrees, till at lj»}gth it ivould 'oe DO d task, and 

b-at^sition, to ratse /Am to that most advantageous situatid^ i 
parties, tM rgin^ of Free Men f 

B TncM» 




aboiiiion of the sia\e trade wris expetleti u; jnotiuce t)v thcsf; s\h>j 
tu'it espoused it, by Mv, CivnnsWle Sltaip, and liuose wiio U/iUKd 
thi.' LojhitH) comtuiltee ; and by Mr. I'lttj NIr. I'ox, Mr. Burko, 
Mr. Wnberforce, and others of iiiustilous ijasne, wIk) hiDugiii the 
subject before Pari'saineot. 'Die qufis,tia*> then i-, iiow have ib.if c 
fond exi->ectatiions been realized? or how many and which of these 
des.rabie effects have been produced ? I may aiiawer, that in our 
own West Indies, since the abolition of the shnc trade, there may 
have been a some-what better individual treatment of the flav. i 
than before; that, independently of the common jjr ogress of hu- 
manity and liberal opinion, the ciicunistance of not Ijeing able to 
get new slaves as formerly, may have had its iiifiueiicf upon some 
of our pianivcra ; that it may have made some of them think more : 
that it may have put some of them more uppn their guard , and 
that there aiay bs diejfefore, upon the whole, radfe instances oPgood 
treatmeist of slim by individuals in our Islands (thodgh far from 
bdrn^ a*tiiiinei\>usa« they ou^ht; to be) than acany former period, 
ButinHB'. ^ough the abohtion of the slave trade may have pro- 
ducied h Somewhat better individual treatment of "the slaves, and 
this iBi«o tc> a soofiiewhat greater extent than formerly, not one of 
fhe othet i^ectsi so anxiously looked for, has bern realized. The 
condttibh of the slaves bas not yet been materially' improved by 
hm- It 18 a fetnarVabk;, atnd indeed almost an incredible fact, that 
effhrtt have not hem made by the legislative bodies in our islands 
^feth tke reed 'ititenlkcm of ineeti.jg the new and extraardinary event 
oPdw liboUttbn of tlie siave trade. While indeed this measure was* 
under dik;ussk)n by tlie British Parfiament, m attempt was made 
in ievi^l of our Islands to alter the old laws, with a vieW, it svaa 
idte^ed,of pfoviding^ bctler for the wants, and of mdre fully securing 
the pmona! protection, of the slaves ; h\i\ it was afterwaVds dis- 
ciffve*red, that ibt promoters of this alteration never meftnt to carr^ it 
into effect, bisl ihtertdisd, by making a show of tli6se laws, deceivd 
tkg people of Enghndt tvidthus to prevent theni fi^hifpltoriijim Up 
tkt^iktit mtestton of the tbdlUion. M r. Clapi>eson» ori? bf the e\iA 
&eoldeiH^mm<^ by'tHe Hou^e'of Gomnion^, i^siitn Sii^thAtci *i?hfen 
thd^'AisiefMf p^^^eir fiirtious cbn8olidatei:l1aWs and M told 
♦w-:ou.i*i-.-^-«».- .,:.;« . ..... . mere, inat u was 



" 'bdai68*'erf ^ Biii' th Ei^lahd aboi/t thte-st^v^e trtfd^;**' iiad 
iSaac<f,l*iH4t8lanSar ii^]»iftiJ^^ itt trj;aite4 there 

^^^^Va^t etshtfti^" Wi. Cobli,'riiiother oftlje>viden^ 




u;:;!.t If, ]'S'3, wheQ the Aft U); t'lat island \v .it passed aiso^calkxl 
'■' All AlK iur the better Piu;. /tion and promoiing ihe Increast; anil 
i'opuiation of Siavea." Hr the House, that, " while he resided 
tiicre, the proposal iu the b^ jsh Fafiiamcnt for tlje aboluion of 
the ."^lave trade "ivas a matt^rr of generiil diccj'.h.-jnj, and thai he be- 
he\ed, th-at this was the principal lea^m for par-uig it. He was of 
opinion, however, that tliis Act wot Id piove ineftectual, becau.*e, 
a^- Negvo evidence was not to be adraittcd, those, who cliose to 
abuse their slaves, might still do it with impunity; end people 
who lived on terms of intimacy, would dislike the idea of becoming 
spies and informers against each other." We have the same ac- 
count of the amelio.-^itingx'^ct of Doaiinica. **Thi3 Act," says Go- 
vernor Prevost, " appears to have been considered fi"oni the day it 
was passed until tliss hour (viz. from 1797 to 1804} as a jjoiitical 
7]ifasure to avert the iriterferettce of the mother country in eke 
maaagerirent of' the slaves. We are inforraefl also on^ the same 
authority, that the cfauses of this Act, which had given a promise 
of better days, " had been xshoUy neglected,'^ In short, the Acts 
passed in our different Islands for the alleged purpose of bettering 
the condition of the slaves have been shainefully neglected ; and 
they are as much a nullity as if they had never existed. 

And as our planters have done nothing yet effectively hylaw for 
ameliorating the condition of their slaves, so they have done no- 
thing, or- worse than nothing, with a view to \he\r ejiiancipationi. 
Iadf^,ed it is plain they never thought of taking a single step with 
that view ; for emancipation implies ai preparation of the persons 
who are to be the subjects of eo great a change. It implies a 
previous alteration^of treatment for the better, and a previous 
alteration of customs and even of circum&tances, no one of which 
can however be really and truly effected without apreviout changje 
of the lam. In fact, a progressively better treatment % law tnust 
have been Settled as n preparatory &iid absoiutely necessary work^ 
had emamipaliori been^ interned. But as wc have nev^ heard of 
the introduction of any riew laws, with a vie<v of producing Chiji 
effect^ in any of colonies, we have an evidence, almost as clear 
as the sun at ooon-day, that- our planters have enlertaiaed do 

years have elapsed since the abolition of the slaVe tsFadie. 

Bat if the abolition of the slave trade has x^pt produced itHe 
effecte which the abolitlbmsts anticipated^ it would , appear to be 
their duty to resume their labours : for even if, them should be 
upon the whde a somewhat better treatment of m& slAve^ 
their masters individually, yet it is true, that not only man? of the 
former continue. Ije ill-treated by the latter, but that all may He 
so ill-treated, if the latter be so disposed. They may be ill-fed. 
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hard-workedj ill-used, ami w«nfor^ly anri bsrharously 'j^yHiishcJ, 
They may be tortured, nay even deliberately and interiiionaiiy 
murdered, without the means of redress, and with the impunity 
cf the criminal, so Icng as ll)c evicieacti of a Negro is not admilted 
fegainst n white man. ■ If a white roaster only take care, that no 
otlier white man sees Itim comfnit such an -etjocity, he is safe from 
the cognizance of the law. 1\q may cooimil it in the sight of a 
thousand' black spectators, and no harm will happen to him* In 
fact, from this eystera respecting th^ir evidence, the slaves in our 
Islands have noniore real protection or redress front lati, than wlien 
ike Abolitimiiit^ Jirst took up Ike question of the slave trade. It 
is evident therefore, that the latter have still one-half of their work 
to perform, and that it is their duty to'perform it. If they were 
erer inflxtencsd by any good motives, whether of humanity, justice, 
or religion, to undertake tne cause of the Negroes, they must even 
now be influenced by the same motives to continue it. if any of 
those disorders still exist^ which it was their intention to cure, 
they cannot (if these are curable) retire from their task and say- 
there is now no fjirthei need of our interference. 

The first step then to be taken by the Abolitionists is to attempt 
to intrdduce an entire new code of laws into our colonies. The 
treittment of the Negroes there must rfo longer be left to depend 
Upon the preiumed effects of the abolition of the slave trade. In- 
deed there wrejie persons well acquainted with Colonral concerns, 
"who called the iUK>litj6u hut a katf-measure at the Ume when it 
"was first publicly talked of. They were sure, that it would never 
6f itself answer the end proposed. Mr. Steele also confessed in 
his letter to Dr. Dickson* (of boih of whom more by and by}^ that 
" the abolition of the slave trade would be rtseless, unless at the 
same ^me^^ ike infamous laWf, which he had pointed out, ipere r«- 
fitttled*\ Neither must the treatment of the Negroes be mhde to 
dcjpend upoiIwb«tindy be CalliBd contingent ^umanity^ We now 
iie&te in this cdJhtry neither the horse, nbr i;he ass, nor oxen, nor 
sheep, to thecbofing^t humanity evexx of British bosomn; — and shall 
we leave those, whom we have proved to he men. to thecontinsrent 
nuio^antty or person^ wHose eyes are tkmiharized with crud sights, 
iihd M^ho have v^ritss^'8ed the constant ex|K)sure of these poor crea- 
tura to ^apprtesioo ,w No. The 

tieatenent oftl^ Ni^roes must be made to depend upon law; and 
unless tl^1>s. ^6rM^^iV9 j|h^^ look in vain for any Ireai amelioration 
dftfeeir ^SfltlOW- . Ifl' twe^^ plate, ail t&oseqtd laws, which are 
repugnant 16 fiuia(i4>si^ ffihd^^^^ There must 

mo be new fawijpowtf^ certain, e&sy of ezecutioh,' binding upon 

• 3^ bickion's MitijatioR of Si»?ery, p. i7. - 

• all, 
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.•■i, ns niOHifS u; nnLik!) liic Ntgrije.- Ui citir uiands ^rjaii liave rpccu y 
and iubtUnf.ai lodress ic real cases of i!i-usagc, whcllicr by star- 
vation, over-work, or act* of personal vioience, or otherwise. 
I'here a.u.-t he new laws agrin nicie akir. to the principle o'irexcard 
thaii o( pUTiishmefd, of privilege than qA privation, and v.hicu slinil 
have a ttndency to raibc or elevate their condition, so as to fit them 
by degrees to ijuslaih the rank of free men. 

But if a new code of laws be iudispensably ntH^essary in our 
colonics ia order to secure a better treatment to the slaves, to 
wiiom must we look for it ? 1 answer, that we must not look for 
it to the West Indian Legislatures. For, in the first place, judging 
')f what they are likely to do from what tliey have already done, or 
rather from what they have uol done, we can have no reasonable 
expectation from that quarter. One hundred and fifty years have 
]>assed, during v^'hich long interval their laws have bepn without 
any material improvement. In the second place, the individuals 
composing these Legislatures, having beeii used to tlie exercise of 
unhniited power, would be unwilling to part with that pcrtion 
of it, which would be necessary to secure the object in view, hi 
the third place, their prejudices against their slaves are too jg^al 
to allow them to become either impartial or willing actors in the 
case. Tlie West Indian master looks down upon his slave 
with disdain. He has besides a certain antipathy against him* 
tie hates the sight of his features, and of his colour; nay, he 
marks with distinctive opprobrium the very blood , in his veins, 
attaching different names and more or less infamy to those who 
have it in them, according to tlie quantity which they have of \t in 
consequence of their pedigree, or of their greater or less degree of 
consanguinity with. the W hites. Hence the West Indian feels an un- 
willingness to elevate the condition of. the NegrQ,or to do any thing 
for him as a humam being. 1 have no doubt, that this prejudice 
has been ona of the great causes why the improvement of our slave 
p6{)ulation by litw hais been so long retarded, and that the same 
preju4ice vjaU continue to have a similar operation, so long ^& it 
shall continue to exist. Not that there are wanting men of hu- 
manity among our yvest maiau jLC^siauirH.- xueir nunianuy 
discernible enough iVheri it is to be applied to the Whites ihn% 
such is the system of slavery, and tlie degradation attached to this 
Systran, that their humanity seems to be lost on gone, when it is to 
be applied, to the Blacks. Not, again, that there aire wanting men 
of sense among the same hody. They are shrewd and clever 
ejiougl) in the affairs of life, where they maintain an intercourse 
with the Whites ; but iu their intercourse with the Blacksf tlieir sense 
appears to be shrivelled and not of its ordinary siize. Look at the 

lawR 



|ar;s;of tlieir-^sr.^ msHngypsCas.as the Negrosg are. concerned, and 

trisy..arc a collection ' 
'/iri; app!:<5rf^tben/,thaii; .if a new code.of l^,ws is iniiispensablj ne» 
cesB.iryin oiu^.Cofonies jn' order to- feecore si.'.better, .treatment, of .the 
eiivc-a tihere^ we .are ,nbt .to Icok to tiic ,'li( est^ .Indian. 'Legisktures. for 
ii!:' , 'To. Wlioni then n.ro Vv'e.to.turn.oiti- eyps.for help, on tiiis .occa- 
sion T i snswer, ; 1\> ' the ■ .BriUish Pariiaoient, to- that Fariia- 
. mc^fW^ick kas^.^freadjf- heard, 'and redressed, in part, the wrongs 
' of Ajvic'Ci \ _ . , ■ ' , 

B\it liiriQjio doubt a coTisiderable opposition .would arise on the 
• pEKt prihe^'Wei^^fcindian planters.. , Tlley .woiild:,consider;any ;S?Jich; 
iuterfefGQPs.'by, the B.rkish'Parliamsnt as an inyasion .of their .rightSj, 
. and' tliey ;y7m\i cry out, accordiDgiy... We .reineniber that they .set 
.•!||>'rc 'ctamour \vh(j.b the alKSlition . of the slave trade 'vv'-as ,&st pro- 
..ftdced,' But .what, .sil^ 'JVir,. Pitt- say to them in the House :of,Gora-. 
mons I'.:' ,"1 .wiU now^*'',isasd;he;, consider .the propositi6n,'that on 
' acebmit of some patrimoirsial rights of the West Indians, the prohibi.., 
lipn of the slave trncie would foe an. invasion of their legal inheritance. 
This prqposi tide implied, that Parliament had no riglit to stop tiie' 
importations : but had this detestable traffic received, such asanc- 
tpji, as placed it rriore out of the jurisdiction of tifie .Legisiature.for 
evCT, afteiy than any, other. trade ?- But if the laws, 
reBpecMng the slave trade iiiiplied a contract for its perpetual contir 
feaace,. the House could never regulate any .other of the .branches 
of oi^i- hationai commerce. Bat am/ contract for the promotion of 
tbis.trade.must, in his opinion, have bemvoidjrvm the I^eginning\ for 
if It yv^S'dn. mirage ttppn justicej. and" .only another name %jt frauds, 
tbhbpj!^ and miifdm'f Tv'hat^/fi%£r could devolve, upon the Legisla- 
iui!'e:..to' incur the obligation of becoraingiprincipals'in the comjuiii'' 
sio'a ofs'ii^ch. enormities by'sanctioniog their continuance?''',' '. \ ; 
'■ ^^lliey set up a,.si0iikr clamour j.y/hen . the Registry Bill was dis-- 
cussed in- Pa.rliarH.ent5: cofitcnding that ,it was an interference w'tk; 
,their-nghts.:/but' we raiist.not forget, the -reply _whichi Me. .Canning 
made to .'them ' on;, that ' occasion, ' . " He had,.; kiibw.ii> ' .(he -said,)', 
an^ there' might. again ocGurj instances of pbstinaey.,in,l;h,e colomal, 
fisssmbl.ies, whs.ch left tiie, BritishVFarliarnenfc,,no. choice ;b^^ 
interference'.', ^Soch cesduct itiight now call for.^iuch' 'ancsertioii, 
dn'tlie 'part of ,Pariia5Beht';'but ail.that.'he .pleacSed' for.x'/a^j that 
tiiiie sho'u'ld 'be' granted J that it raight,-be laiown.if .thexoionial, 
assemblies .'vv-ould. ..take .tifjoa,- them, to do what that House., v/as.. 
pleased to, •declare 8h6uld.be done. The.pressnt- address.. .could 
not be. misunder'ijtood. It , told .the. colonial assemblies, ' Tou \ .are, 
safe ^foi' ; the present from, the' Interference .'of ;the, British, Farlia- 
■.riiQBfc^ in the- belief^ • and- on '.the .promise- mads ; for' 'youj. -that, left; 



tlHsUatiguajre 'Wa5\BUKicieat.' .'The'-':A^S3EBblies: )fti(ight^:^o 'hft'^ to 
mteri th|' cp^^qu^&c^sr'cir a 'rSefusal, '-iiM _|^arlianienfc 'iiiigUt'iesfe. 
fiMisiled'witli the Cf^^^^^ 

means' of accbiHpjki^sng •that v»'iiich-ib'ey hod- prdpoRed/'. 
Holland J:emark:^'a,'ti)at;'^n 

judice against! tills piti than die iiature bttWe thiifigjustific^ 
whatever mi|ht:be tije. dbjecticn. felt ' against it in. jthe Cplbtties^ i^ 
raight tjo' well for thein to consider, that'it.woul^ he i^pos^MeJM 
ikem to i-esist ,* and that, if'tlie thing was «ot don& 
he ione for ihem.'' ] But on this sisbject, that is, 'on .^tUe :Sii|)jeci^^^^^^ 
cOlpm'aV;ngiUs, r s!ia^ say more in^an6tliei••,■place,^'_!Jfc' w^^^ Ms 
prPpet, however, tb repeat here, and tP ,jn!?i.st upon t^^^ 
tlfere is w effectual tc/ay of remedying: the eyil cpnip^in^d!;*?^?; pf^^ 
by sulajectijtfg all the colonial laws tp the revision ^oJjUe ^I^0^^ainr^., 
ef fiie' mt'her '0?ir?i^rj^; and perl, ^ps. 1 sliall-disa);ra:som«^^^^ 
:6ppbn^nts. to 'this' raeasurej and, a' any rate. fre.8'tiv;5??.e1f .fip^i 
charge cff , a ; novel and wild prbp^^ 1^, iivflien i inform '.tHp)^,,that 
Long,_tlie"'ce1eb^ ah. planter ui Jkp^cf_^0^.'Xi^, 

vvhbsQ auihb'rity air W Indians look .«p,:adppted tne^s^'fUe. ideal 
■Writirtg, on tiie {afiairs of i amaica;L.lie says;:,' " The sysleiis pf Co-^ 
lonial gpvernmBnt, a^^ several Jaws, ai;e 

s'iibje4ts,'^>viiich neyef were,' hiit which ouglit. td, ^e,; s^nctly?.c?ip-. 
i/assedXeisai«iricd, a Parliaiioent,:' ! ' ! 

' • The second 

Be, to cpllect, all |3ossibb light 011 the 'subject otm'ahci^licin, >yl% 
a yidvy' of carrying that measure into pftect, |h i^' rlue tirne^.,; They, 
blight never to forget," that etmncipat'pn \yas inciu<le,d i^^^ 
ginaVided ofjhe ahoiilim of ikr ilave trade.. Slavery' ^vas f^iej^ as' 
rn'ucK an ,evil in ^ their^ eyes 't.iio ^ ir.ade, itielf j and so . long 

; rprnier-cbntlnues in ife^^^ i$.' pugti|' feb 

lib'ej^uaily ail object of their' care;.; , AU'the slave.sjjin.^p^^^^ 

. whether iiien, wbmenj or chiidreii, ^vjiether.4/?W^^^^ 
ligve^been' rfeprl^^^ 

who has tbeleast claim to ilielr services .iri.poini.bC Equity v. ^her^- 
is,". t!i'ereTore;^-;a .great, ^debf dae ; ta-them,4m4:fGr 'tiws .2^0 
.rib,ai)^;euds^jip e.q^ found, ,buj,.-^'>:es«o,m'bm 

UbertyV' . ' . ',, ■' . ' ;., . .' ■ , . .. . : . . ; ■ 

;;.i'Hiifc'?ili.havebe6iVunjustly, 
. snp\vn by/examining' the' difierent grounds on 'are. al-^ 

leged.to..be';!ie!d'-ih' bmid^ 

' * 'See bielison's MUVgaticHofSltiveiy, .■ ' 
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d'Sifep 'bi&ro"i!ie ' H,c ase .oCGdmssiORii : ; and ■ bO; ' _ said foili' 

|ldiiEj.;3''or iAlfiiar^^^^ #|5ep..£hey abolished t'de' trade; and'this'is 
1-st' fcr ireMMsi^g'' tlte'^ m .a crueFljdsidsge !1; !' ' ' ' ' '[^ " ; ; 




dlfsfspag/-' ■ It .is; tf,?e* sab'e jaw,"wbith we'ftui^lveslnoi^r" apply "to 
mtiie'yi'itilQ' tisej are' -in pur p'ossessiori. "Thus , 'the,; calf; b'elobgs 
fo tlje ■mid'w&o; QWiis"4;Iie cdw, - arid th?'. f<a^ "to the iiaan ■wlib owhs 
■fneiiih^ef "asidn-Qtto the'6wiier of the 'buU • qt koi'se,]. Whici\' !iVere the 
loale-^areat^' ciF;e'acli. is,tiien;'?jpo.n' this, the old.Roniaii laWy, • 
asfi ^Qt;',qpQa''i?iw .English law, 'that' th(3i planters found theirTj^ht;- 
-to'th^ sarVices'of spch a.e- are born iii isJavery,,- " In confdrmity'.with \ 
this law'^tlisy ; <^nteipl, for '.'one hisndred 'sn<3. jfifty' 'jfe'ars,';.' bqffi'.'the: 
mora! .ciEJcl'Intellectoal nature of the slave, '" They considered him' 
tliemseiv^s/'^od ' t.%y ' wished him to ' ba .'consideired- by others^^' la 




takep -hpipxp the" Setise of- Commonf 'm .the'years ; i'789j(- !7Si),' 
and ' 1791^ ' has cba&aied th? falspiioqci of their doctrines. It has 
proved that' the social affections, and ih'eih'tellectu^.l 'powers hoth.'oi' 
iLfricans-, and' Creoles 'are the. same asi those of other.' human' brings.' 
Wha.E then',b^,co!iie3 .of t:he .'flonian la\,*(^ ? ' .iFo'r 'sisit takes no other 
t^iew' 'of.; slaves '^hap &s'caiik,'h(iv</ . is it applic£ible to'those '.who^ 
jffe' p'b'ved "aisd admitted ■ 




.... . . , -. . , - PSfP' , .. .,„.. -, - 

' €i&yQSr\-\rA%6y'cm]}xde^ thetn as 'tW ypyng.or.'.pSspring of, cattle... 

Butjas the slav^ss in •.''qusstion have' been proved, ''and-'^fe gi'ow-'ac-.''.. 

LTtQ;Y^e?^II€^d?,,to..fo3;,the ofifapr|ng of .inen.and wqmen^. ©f ■social,-. in»' 

tii|!scid^iy and; ticcpuntabioJjjeisgSj 'their ■ ngiit. musS fsH to' the, 

^und.;'- If of do' i L'now'upop 'what'' 'Other pra 

can' soppoit it» '' Thay 'can" -have surely no 'n^gAi? of property by " 

?iaferc in^ the iafixnt.s who'.is born of a woman- -slave," They can, 

?^^Qreoverj have no such Tight, either en the- score .of reason or of 

■ , ' "' . ' Jusike^,, 



jm^ice, ■ 'Debt. ■ aca: crime, v'lf^fs.-.ljsen ^2'-KGrftliy.';r;£!Lr:'i|t--:?l?'Co/.:b/:^^ 
t\70'': fair- '.grcu.a^s, „• ott-,;ii'#6h: a^ent irojiy i.cba- •justly \ :dfepsi:;c^ •cS 
tfeir-i' iibsrty/ for--s -itim^^-^End even -mc.de to! -ialious^j •inasmuch :C;a 
they: inclada fepmtitf.on .of i'^jw^i, -and 'thQ diiSy of the mEgictrats 
•tO; i«?icffe=f ir«»2p^» ,,;Ba|;3vh^t' iejuFy iiad. tlie irifaiit- donej ;??£;sn- 

should be. sought ibr^ lor^j'puRishroeat /mBict^^d^i-afed'itfe^ thiG '-Te-. 
'paj^tioQ .,and thisv punishment;', shoulfi- ■bs'v.mafte '''to.coRds£ ,.vC.i 
co^irsp of ap^jonan^ su^Fing^^ 

qtM^ji-..;^uniaii'>natur^< re^^plts ?, . Is -.it ,reasoifilbl0j; is.,- i t Ju,sts: filial; ■ 
a, poor infant ;who';has. dose, rip bj«r^';$p. any ■ p^e^;5hs>uM ib^-subA- 

Tfltnt^, of js^dvk'sr.y mdin fact t&tJis,€Qn4k^iof a:bmtei ljac&tsc.e,t 

mfhouS ant/ Jaulfyi^v -wiJlpfJih': owrij h.& .■^as, }3o.m . of; a'pjjreaii. wire, 
fisdjqeen previously, in: the;Condid^^ drasla?sl..v; • _ , 
r ' And' as tb??; .right: to sjaves, becauss-'tbcy.v^yer^ 'bom -sla^-esj ;C-in.«; 
noS; be; ■defended eitber-.ii|i.aa,.th0,piinciples,of -reason :or of jysticQ;)■ 
sp;this.'T^giit-ab?qI!;;'tdy:fall& !<> pieces, wlien we:coaie'to try.it -by; 
tb8.toiicliston!S:of //ie CJmsiian religimh .-.^Evesy'pan 'who is born; 
into the- worldj; w,het^>?i' he .b.e . white or ^-whether , he- be foladrj,. is-, 
born, accprdbg ,to .th^'it reUgioa/:t«« 

the; Scnptural-. jaw^pf his ;natnre;a!3. a human -"being.: t ' ■ H^.- i8-»feom; 
under: this sla^,^ and -he co?itinues under it, :dujfing. hisjife. ,--;Ko#: 
the- West Jndian slavery is,pf,suPh an ai'bitrary natiir0ji,,thpi jt oiay 
be termed proper-'pT--absoMti£' ; The domiaion attached to it is a 
pure despotism ; a despotism,; w.hiph keeps up itsauthorjjy by terron 
onljV;;^phe^-subjects.;o'nt must doi and-that mstaniumoud^j-.wh^t!^ 
emr ,tlseir master orfkn theni 'to. i^aa-. whether; it be^ right or Droj^g-,' 
His -.wills, and his: wiU , aioriCj. • is , thsir -law. if tlis v-'ife of a^skvc,- 
,were,.prdered,-by:a .in-aster to/siibniit "iierself to his-lusts/or if .•her 
husband were ordered fP steal for him, neither theonenor,the ptber 
wonld'dare to disobey. liis-.c-Smiijands^ '. '"• ,The ,whi,p,;tlie .shn.ckles, 
t)?.^; diingeop/' says M.r. Steele- before inentioneclj ">s?£-e atialltlmss; 
in^:bij^ po'iiverx whether it be to gratify \p.s iiisty or .dippiay l3is,,autbo«: 
rity'i*;? "■ - , A -ppwer "-in , the , ■ nia.ster to ma'ke his sliives ■ do. .-.what; 
prdei^ Uiem^tb- do^.-eyen if it be'^wrosig; raust-b.s-.a.dniitted tp bs^di-. 
s-e€t'y-.yp|JosG.d--tP .the .Scripturesj,' ii'hpse, EUtb-orityr' \f-?e 'i'e\i«:m%- 
ui;^.lef)3 ..vy?e willfc^ slaves,, though born,-.fnQral ,ag0rsfe: 

a,nd.;ae«sp»ntab!s,;,creatojes,; .as soon as;- they .. bscatae-, slaves vi?cr«. 
deprived 'of their, condition df 'moral agency and' Jp,gt their regp6nsi« 
•bility,a,s:i2ien. But as it. is-.the,. revealed v/ill of 'Oodjtbat.-sill men^; 
■without esceptlpn, must he a,CG,ouptsble to ,Gpd for.,thei? j[l,ctl0Bsj. 
•-^l-.ccntend 'that tii^re '.can,- b'e, according- tjo :the..0ps,p;3l-d.l;spqp§a-. 

. ■ - ■ Ivlitisation of Slavery, |>. 50. , , . - , 



/ ■■ iCIiaJiofeav^'i. V.*lv3-ili6'alu' rsfi'i^o to-e^cculdi'th&ir mastsr's'dvctisri;' «W 

-\rcuM Bdt' akci: our de^y'^oEtbe' casfe^-;' !Sf'aucb--a'¥=e^ 
. ■• ;• rasd.'.pi'dbrJ<3ly%'i6\ild^"b6'r^gtjded-ci'3' so-iitimedialiiiy aesiiufitive'tu;- 
" alh-aiituoiity. .s,nd'-dis"cljiliK'6, that it" v»-!6i^Id ;be ''foUo.We'd ' by mj«e- 

■ (UdU'-mid-BigkMpWM^^^ ■tlie!r-ws'£iioti]d"iiave 'a' Wes'si 
lsdii;;r';ai2"R3ter - revemng: all<- 'tfe --Gp -riglit'- aM' '"wrcug^ ;aiid- all 

- . ■tI:'£'iBi'"^:rg&l)'- -b£ tfcci-'©osp"el^ By. tlie pr"act'ice' di'JpUuhUijig fhsu-j^oi' 
./'■thcii' tm' u'js;- ' ••. TMs •'"cdM ' ailbrds' feiiothe^' argument,- •wfijr a^masa 
\ .€£.*^52t3t^tici!y^;t^a'-'bcin}i 'or ^bauime^'a .Sldv^^^iii; tiife l^V^est- Indian. 

• spirifc^four religion (a feligibli" requiriQg'dsiWio^^^^ • 

■ V£ii--odr5dve3;'"anO'-fc;.oV':tsnt^^^ ^as'-we would''they;sIioUld do 

■ Hiiib-' 'asi)' . thai -I->haves ^ Ho' "COBceptiaiV "liO\¥ •cdiisis'teiitly^ wi tli^ • a;- 

ca£T' ib4 j«'^Uy,'"'bt ':|>r<)^rlyj,^--'a ": West;IftcU!an\ slavie/St^ all;'" ''Tlier^' 
, a'ppedra -t6- ni§^sdmtidun'g\everfiffipl"6iis "-tlii^'lho'ught ''add' I ani 

■ 'pirii^t$i imli- fal!>.%M tiiat.; filtirt'e • -agel' ;wiii''con"te5iiplay • ' Witivasto- " 
",. ^ilal'imeik-'iMlicE;. th'a^ preceding ages slibald*haye'tolejrated|iit/^ ' 

• a'plssafedi^^if 1 hav6- raasoiited ' concl iisi-velyj;" tftW tli'e' • 

. .Wig^tiindidal'-haiv'e- 'no ■ title- tO'-iKeir ■"slaves' on-'tbe ground- of puV- 

■ eha£e> not'"'bn>tue";'plea-^ binlii, 'iidr' o'ti/that' b^ 

' Wmkflg!it^'Sor'"bff-t!iat 'of-'i^Msbtf-^r '^jti^tice/'arid '"tiikt Christianity'' 

■ '"abcolfitelly aMhifeWailif''; It rmisfms otilyHo s'hbiv,''that tUe^-^Kave' ^ 
-•110' iitls" fe- tliem dli- tlie ground' otvrigisidl'-grdnfi or permissiom 'Gf 

.£!isk-ii^.''''-j'''^'-':''^'^' iJ--: j-' ' \ ' ' ''•' 

. * - Wittl'-respac.t ib'OFigihd graHls' or permissions of ©oy-Sm'mjeb'is/ 
Ilfe''«iasei5" V£Ty ctedr. •■ iik 
•'• 'slivve" leads iaoi^'tliaWest.'indlaii sld^ery wbiild 'have'-b^en'alldwedy 
Ii-nd' it' Bidf ■ befii^' for tbe inisrepreseniaitvp^ 'md'fd'ii^iddd's- of tlibsbi- 
•■• ' ix^Ii(^&srejksi 'mrcishkd thiiiai ■ Gbvemradilts^T'tbbsefirass' 
■'- bellfe'v^ fiiStji^tllat t!iS pqDr-.:flfri'«ibs'-6mM 

Bi'rglVt aMh\^:ardB-.&e €d«-?jer4'4f a- G'hm'aaini^: ■ a&'*^1h%t^hce' 
• ■'•ttf1^4"-'g^st!''ci3's^rii62>' dto' tvay'-in %hi'6jl"i -O.iidea 'iilis^lfeth'' Wi^"idfei>'' 

ccivecljisj ■v/IiJSss'-reigfi tlle'ejiecrabie'Sldve" trade beg'ai^ in Esigl^ndi" . 
'" ■Tins'-^rQnt^nnces's~&eems'ok th6'very:eonime]iceiweiit'of tbe trade' 

'to have questioned its lawfuiiJes^s'.' - S'lib seeib's to have entertained 
'i-:. ■ ■ . ' 'a rdi- ^ 
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tlie-verjf 'thoughts.of jr.. : She-eeeras to'hayel7£-sp.aware''of.the-QS'3^ 
to Y/]iich :it5 «ontmuance'might lead^ or that, if it .wpre, 5anct!(?'nf?^i .s^ 
tlie most WDju^tifiable means Kiight be made/use of to procure: the 
persons ,'pf;. the natiy.eB of. Africa'. And m what. jiglit: she would 
have viewed any .^cts pf- this kind,; had ihey take^ place to - hej* 
knowledgCji Vye may i conjecture from this fact— that vdicn Captain 
(afterwards Sir ilohn) 'Havvlcins returned from his first yoyagS to. 
/ifrica and liispaniola, whither he hud carried slavcs,j§be sefit /or 
bim, .and,, as. learn, from- Hill's Naval llistory, espresssdjher 
concern les.tahy of the Africaps should be carried 6§'ti;iMio2(t- thsi"- 
jf^ee cPfiseK/fj declaring, " that 't wpuld' lie deteRtable srid call ^ow.o 
the vengeance of Heaven upon, the undertakers." , ; i-Capti. Hawkin.s 
promiaed to complywith.the iryurictions of Elizatielh' in th'is i-espect. 
But he did; not keep, his ^vprd ; for whew -he went to •, Africa • agaipj . 
he, seized many of the inhabitants and cmried them off aB sVa^eS* 
** Here (says HiU). bega,n ;tbe horrid practice of forcing the AfriGand, 
into slavery ; an injustice ahd barbaritys! ^yhichj. so sure, as there isi 
yesjgeanGe m Heaven fpi- the. worst of criaiisSj AviU some time bo 
the destrvtction of all whp encourage it,'* " ■ I'ake as. an instance of 
the second what Labat, a Romaic missionary, records in hiS"^c» 
count of the Isles of America. Hfe says, that Louis thaThir.teeutU 
.wasjyery uneasy, when he was abput to issue the edict foy which all 
Africans brought into his colonies were to be made slaves; and that, 
this iUneasiriess c^intinued, ti't tissured dial the iptrpductioa 
of thefQ in this csipacity mtOrifis foreign donnsinions, ivas tli© rea^liest 
way .pf converting them to, the )^\inci^\ek of the Clmstm^^ 
It was- with'.'thQ pnderstandingjV tlren/t^ :their' 
own country voluntarily^ and that they were to receive the blessings.- 
of Christianity, that the fetitrfensporttftiohs^ ^verb allpyifed^ and thct 
tiie fir^t; £??^|?s/j^grants :and Acts off Parliament, and thai, the Srst 
foreign QdictSy. sanptioned them^' We have thereforeithe fact well 
aittheotaca.ted_f:as;it relates to 'original Govtrnmetit grants and per" 
missions^ tha^. the title ofvthe p^vriers of many of the Creole slaves • 
in Qv^Ciolonies liQ^d otigm; ' ■ ' . 
; Heithe^ have the masters <of slaves; id our colonies any title to 
their sla;^e3 on accpuKt pf any chdfierSi which they.may be, able to 
■p'oducp, though their cbarteis are the only source of their povk-f^ 
It is~ through these ialonPj that they have hitherto legislated, and 
that they continue i to legiskte^ ! And yet,. though they " have itheir " 
cbarter8,;'ai?H-tliQugh .*the' slavery, .which . now esists, has beeri* 
■foroied and kept together entirely by thei&ws which- such. c{iarte5."s:,' 
have given- theni-: the. power- to make, this very shv^iy ■ is ■Aikgaii'' 
-There, is 4ipt an indiv,idua!> who holds any of the ekves by a''%fl^ 
title : for it is.espresscd ia all thcso charters, lhat " the laws and 
■ , ■■ '■ staiules. 



ii^m. I}/ Great Brticzin"- Bafis iSconsisteiitwritUifie^lsitij^cf Englands^ 
(hat £aj GRS aiaasuquld-;ha'y3'the po^vcr'of ibreiog aiiothfei' tO' wdrlr 
for £jim. v;il^;ol^t■^v^;gc^^•^ls■i£xo^sbte^t.w^ .fihe'lawsidf EhglafiSjtr- 

iEg, 'or'-ivoaudiiig- anctlrer at'bis'discretiqai? ' -'is- it •cbu'sisteht-.wilh' 
&ei'; 'of EiigMnd; ihat,a'ffiao diouM', be judged.. by' any Eulhis"'' 
pQcrsi Is* it; consistsnt^Mth the sa'iise laws/ t'afet' k man sliould' . 
deprived, of- ths power 'of 'giving evident*e-.aga'uist'aay.,on5 v/lio._iias' 
iifJircdHitiFif' or; that'tUere., should .bs;'a' privileged class, against- 
Wiscniiiio'testlmc-aj^ cari-b3.&da.rittQd oii ''certaja'cccaiiions^ though; 
'they "chottid 'b3-"tba psrp'strafeirsi- of • th®' ,iik>st-liomd' crim'es ?i''»-;-But' 
I'/licii, wo-t$?jk- of coBsisteocy da tbis cccasionjlef; us "tiot forget ■that 
old ':iw.-.Qf Barbidcesji" (raade' wliile tiie ' charter sof tl-sat islaad' was' 
fmefe^.ti •every body's •memory,' and- therefore iii- the' 'very teeth; of; 
the charter itself,) which ruijs thus '*< ff-any.slav%,-upder punish-; 
meii^bj- his m'aster^- or-feyhis order,, shall suSef in- tit's or raeKiiliery' 
no- pcrson'sli'^U fes liable to asVy Sns for the same : hut ifany ^pei'soa' 
elial! mdPdmdy- or cruelij/ Idli his own slave, he shall' pay the treasury 
? -5^."' ■ ^nd here let its re'iisrk,: thpt, .tviiea Lord h*caforth, goveriiar' 
cf'Barbadoes,-' proposed, so j&tely' as- in 802,; the .repeal'of this' 
fj^ngaibary law,-: the Legislature ,of thst isiand -rejected the-pstspdsi-:' 
tiers .tvith : indignation. \ Kayj" '.the^- very ' proposal ■ to;-"repi3al iif sp- 
sJir/ed up at ;'the-time'the;-bJid passions. of raanyj that s.eyeralbnital' 
murders' of xisves- •ir^ere"cpDimitted..jEV -coriseqiienQe$ and it'-ivas' 
s2qt-"tiU-'-t4W---or= '.three; -ye-firs .'afterwarda- that the goveraqr hadin-! 
pueade eh^-agh -to- get the law J-epea-led, dad even then' it was but' 
T-ery imperfectly done... -'Let the. Wes't liidiao's'-then' t£lhm%QteQi' 
theif charicrs:^'-^(o^ in consequence- -'lof; having legislated' upoii'-prin-; 
cspl^Sj' ■which- jare- at variance' with^ those upon' iyhich thejaw^ of 
Eoglsad' are founded, thcyJiave^/pj/eaVf^'^'^'^^s'^^^* - .'The-'teather;^ 
couritry hai^therefore a- right to -v^^ithdrayi? these charters' ^.y-heiieves* -■ 
die |3!ssses>'- aad- ed substitute' such othei^s^ ca s!ie_iii'ay ' tliijlk .pifop'er-. . 
■.4ad here. let it be observed' also,'thattlieTight'of -the -West ladia.a's- 
to-'malb'r.ny fo^s --at ■ all .for their.own i-slaads -b'tvuigfcuBded/uj^^^ 
tlisirdrariisi-s,' and 'Upop; these- alone, '.and- the' ..|a#S'. rfeiating- ib'; the • 
dam-!?ei% contrary to .vs-hat^such cb'arters' prescribe,- ike-'sld^'/^- 
£fe4'^-thfi,tiSj^the daily'hving pracdce Avith'resps'ct-to sfefe ander; 
Eii'cli hxm^zs illegal ii^^-mmj. ba 'doue-'awmj^ ; - But 'if 'fso,' '.aU "oii'r" West ' 
Isidlan ek'vea'are, wilhou-t.~eiiception>.il!nls.#ful!y~held mrbondage. ' 
li'here-is^no -iiiasteLVwho-has-k'IegaHitle-to aay .'of tht-EK-, - ;This'as»,., 
E-ertloa' -may "appear^ strange-' and ' extravagant to;;aiaiiy-; -hutU dpes- 
siot- fellow' iia -that account that it-is the less tru'e.", .-it is-an'asscr<..^ 
tioii/- which 'has been -piads-by a We'st Ijidian. : proprietor ■ himself.' 




yn any legal title from the. merchant pr^ importer .0. etesrrancl.o^ 
St nitul ?■ Dbesit setTorlk anytitle of .propriety, agreeaW^ to 
th4 laws of England (or even to tlielaws of natiQns)^o^jJ be^. 
•Borter more .than what depeuds/uppn jiss Di,rople.av?rment r And 
have not free IMegroes been; ^t sundry .times TOann^^ by. saclj 

here as slaves f There ig 119 doubt, (observed « thu:d,),but sbch 
ViUaiaous acVions have been' doae.bj w 

to«h an honest and unsuspicious man piay be? deceived m hiding 
W stoTea. horss/it'does not follow that he m^y. not have afairandjust 
&le to a horse or any tHng else bought m^an o 
but according to the' obhgation o/M?^g ?io^re|».?£g^ to inlaws 
of Englmd,i do not Bee M^^^^^ 

iely to be supported % the kws o^ Manc J' In Fact, theGol^^^ 



nialistem is iS' e^cteceace upon the 
■coastaotly at variance .^ith it.- There is not one ^gl^^h i^w, which 
mm ^ right t^ : deprive of liberly ,any of h^ iello.u crca^ 
tures. Of coarse there-.cannot foe, according to charters,, j^py^ i>o-, 
■ lonial law to this effect.',' If :there.be,.it is mil and void. ,my,me 
very- man, who is held in bondage by the Cdomhl c^^^s fee 
bv. Ensiish law the- moment he .reaches the -English shore.; But 
we have said enough fcir our present purpose.,;. We- have- shown , 
that the slaves ia our Goloafesy whether they be :Afripans, or ^^he- 
therthey be Creoles, leenAmjustlyMpnma of tlmrngjits. 
There is-of course a greaf debt due to them,: . They. lmve-:a cksm 
to a i^toration to liberty 5 and as thisTestoratio^ was mc uaed by 
' the AboHtiomsts in their oiiginal idea of. the .abolition of the slaver 
trkde, So It is their duty.lo endeavpur to pbtam it ?/i?;/«rsf «^o??Je??f 
it r prac^kahk^' I sliall cojiclud& my observations. on tte p&.rt ot 
^ tfe'subiecl in the words of that old champion ^of .^fncan hbsriy, 
:Mr.'#. Smithy the.-pfesentMeiHber for..Noru'icb^ when addregsmg 

- ■■■ : v" ' ■ ■ ' ■ ■■- ■ ' ' ■ ■ ■ ' ' . the 



ikzxajo- Ha' admittedj ^illuding' to' tfe slaves -mroUs^ 'cdomcs^ 




■ gu'-ffl-ea; to hefe '^d^ih'tfee. colomesv:'wbuid. be open to this view 

- ■ ■ ■ llmmi^^'idd 'thb Mdec'-^:^e first ne«isssar)r stee to ija takeB;,iil 
• favour^of^ur slai-^&iii ilk Biitish^Co!<imev^^amely^;the procufiog 

.t<>'M !^sfc^'or nmcmr-^ime^; tlie|jrocuniigi(Vr; them. the rights 
y^telv liby •li^ - feeeir ^pr^uMr^epViyed^i shall now conhm 
m/etf entirely to tlVis 1att<3r brafa^^^ 

ink It lias cidim to all the atteiitiOn^^ that cah^ be bestdweci upon 
'k; aiid4 tni!^ that i sjljail able to sboW, by appealing to histp- 
licai facis, tliat Eoitem aW^^ iai^d tremendous the work of eman^ 

J^^o«r^«4e^^; '?md:rac>^eovef, thaf it is practi^ble-with the pro- 

isf^' oo-accouBt of:toersons in those times similarly situated' with the 
slaves m aiWBi^tisK^ciolomes- atihe^iiiresedt day There.wprc'no 
particulsxr natibris m tltbse ^titn^j Uke 'the ; Africans/e^^prefe^ set 
apart for siciveryby the resfofilie, world, so as tohaveu stigm^^ 




■jiVvd^to^peFpe>Aiate,^ntipMhics-''between tbeni.'^ ,;Nor did the slaves 
bradtiquity,:e:;^eptpcrhaps^oncem%att^^ 




up/m the cases of toanUmission, ^vMch it records, any P^^^-^^^^jJ^?^"^ 



I|n?^,-.ea4 (oaljjrcJioj^t thfea^jvTateecq.ths emsncipation, ..wisich 
^ .\va cpntempl^l-5;?:i ,t?>$;. cp!prJee#:r,'i!i,cOiniprehc,!id zsholS bodies cf 
' fnen,^;iQ^f'6Mcp^pui<^tiom^ at.acgkea':tirBSe:; ^Wc- nmst'go: there.-, 

fore;! n 'ques% ,of p>;ca:Eipfe:3=.to- mo/iem tioes.; c:';ratl:er:t.o;'tho.-rL2Etor'y 

o?.'Qo1o:^?eI '.-IsiVsry |t5-3'Ci .> ■•, ■■■ .■ -• ■ 

lint?., eorl^ssr^han. ,ss;t Qr-ESV!$ali3r.t'.;nces -of eiEancipatioo ;of -AIA- 
pQ.Ui4^y§sJri{'^adies. ,':Th^ fii^$.pf;t!je^o- cases occurred at'tlie clcse 
of.:the; ^rst,4iaeri'€}a^: .waiVr •.:A-)-'a'UEnberr ■ slaves. iiad . run. awcy 
f^on^ ,tlieir;-N^?rth /imer'scaii: niastersiand Joked;; Jlie' British, army* 
:Wjl}ep,pB0cecarA%,t|.>s British .Gdv^mment idid .-not kaor/.'wbat.td 
d,o ,^tb ;the:pSi„ ,■ , J TlmXi iserylceg; .were -ro Jongei* ivanted. . ' To • leave 
theRi ;l5ehpd;tft.fr4i,qgQia-i'nte poxy^r; of, theijr^jKiasters "vyould 

" ^ave fcipen. g?§'a,^,0f !a.Q!tj:"'as •■tv'isll.ias. iojinstice; , and :as ta; isMng them 
t3.J^3glaf4;j;?/^at>cpft^^^ ■ 

- # fen^tlv dpts?m|»5^e4.' ■ tQ. ^^imi-iheM. • tkek liberty/, md : so, disband 
tlieEji in No^a Scotia, and to settle them there upon grants oC land 

i% "^iir idg^tipetipiii;; w^je ■■alai:iaedi"i;iSih6y:-; could; not ■ bear .the 

apd;-::p?,rtic^l$i;i|? tfeej!U»dier|teiii^dthd.{uss; of.araisl.- The.-Go- 
¥er#ieRt,;t4o.?^evex^peMv0rbg i;i ,i'fe.(OrigiaSl iiitento, .they .'were ' 
payeyed t<> .l^alifa?r, and,disti:ib.iitsd ''from'xhmzQ .into .tfofe caaiitry. 
ri'l?ei|:: numfoerji.conipcehending feiep^-womea,' .and .children,, were 
•$^^;?.|h9p^d<ari^;>HP3yair484-; -^p :gm'o' their -.iiv.elihood,' .sbmo .of' 
#eiti;-;Wp};ked:..p|ic)n jit^e. p.05i:tiooscof!]aad;.of\d3eir;owii'^ others 
¥v:or|?§d,.;aS;,ck|3Satera;\pthen/Vb8cam8 vfi^^^^^ ,'and cthera 

s-KQ^fed .fos'.MrP;.. in 'Other ,wa3^s«^-;--:la .process of -time, having, em^ 
fe^gd-iCM^ttflOi^^ thQ}^raigefJ:,|>la,:eea ' of;i.w.oislijp- nf, ..thar ,ovvn, " 
l^nd !iad;||ijnisM?s &f.:tiieir:0wafrpm';.tli8k.-o,\\rn-b"ody.'. ,'. Th'ey. led a 
t'^arni[ps;Ijfe,.Cvi?.4g*1,if}ed;ithe.'c!^ ^f-ao' i^idustrioussod honest 

lan4in:.l\^ojac)Sc«?fiaJjj2ing;fff^^ 

Hiat^.. top, ,ep(d- dm htUeip, l^smtdfloB^f., a :aumbbr;of ..tliem,' ,td &iq ■ 
^'PJPAint; o^i)j3,tWi?gP-(:t|3i&t^©.0 Ind:f6uj-.tsfei3' litiadredj voltiiiteered to 
form , a ' new colony, • v5rhicl> was then first. -tliGught; of, ' iat .'Sierra 
1,^0094 '■4?^C;5xdingly^.gHa?i!ig;, been- icoovey.ed.ithere/" they, realized 
the :9l^e<?l;,.i^, ^tew.:?' and they'iare.id..foeifbWd -there, tkej .or .their- 
-#5l?«»dap,tS3.p?d?,t Qi;;'them,.:iQ^ in/lep.erEdeBt: and. soma; cf;-thsm, in 
a,liuf3pt,c;iFctm;is.t0jXGs§, ■,at;tke;|jre§safi.day^-: ; ■(,:.■„. ■ ..v; ' . 
--, ., 4k.B^pR(i;,c^.se,.mayabe:t^ikQ^^;fr^ the.'cfose.oF 
tlie^f fiorsd^; Qi\i$t.^Mm'^miA': ■; • IfinaCy^jb^^rdmsmbered . that .a 
te^ge:.%|tlsh. jc^iifiirop, .• k^vmgi qo; -•boaEd,''a- powerfoi, .landforces 

mads 



- ■ 'Btktp at Tiiiiidad/.a sew objection was'"stci?tfe'4 ■-'i^gfii'^s'tf ' 'iTeceiti^g 

tlickEJ^^; l;li5^plaa&K5^df tfeatish ffes ^Negroes 

islfiid;. ; resisted' •; these ' prejadic^B,, ' ;<.He-'-rec^ive<i 'diem- ■ iatp- 'the 
IskrJ/and-E-ittkd itEcm^where-'liS •sd|>"jjak'd-"the; experiment ' 

■ sioi^^iyiK owB;Uvdili0od/.and;Mtb'sdtaa^iIi"-^^^^ con-. 

' • 'citictj-tbatitha caKimmi^a onginarsy spresd^ them liayeesitirely 

■ ;Hied^awayii;:'"w -^^':i^' ■y'y.-^c h'--^;-; ^i^' oc:^:-vu/. r'-:-^ 

■ -ii. jiLltl A'iCa8©"^om^v|he^ ^ios'e'-^'NGgross^^ wuc>Vlsit^y;To^Kn^ 

. ;glaa!ly. ^liwhasedjc noi; as > slaves'- -b'u t t'etmi ts,^and' - bttiere •' Wefe 

■ Iridissi- ? -C'At length; cer'tain .of .these' troo^&' ^Wer-e' removed -to 'Sierra 

'Wes(;;i"adls3^i-tlis - whole .of them receiving -their^ 'discbarge mfisk 
■ . mc^ii^'j: ' Wis-'jhappsned'.in-- spring. 'Of i8I9. ■':Mmt;'-'kmdrMs:'of 

lspne,i .r;iieirsath^y5 .founded ;^¥atSijoo, HastiagSy- and^ ofoer viU 
■|cgBa,;;bQ!if||o§etU^';Updii''land^;.l^r^^ 'tlmM by. ths-Oo'^'^rhiiieat. ^ 
. .Madyf/bf oiigJit Jwith -ithem'- .lEeir '^\vi ves' • ffdm-'-the W'^st liidiesi i^sid " 
'fittiis'rd 'icebeted /-^wii'es Iromi the- tsatbes-' bb th^: sgot. , - It; appsari. 

■ ft6ki;accoaBtsF2CQiyed ''fro\n Si'i^ -'Gh'asie&^M^^artayj ■■'the' govera'or 

;;!Siatkr EepBCi tliat; they ii^ 
./abtionjjaBdithatVtliey jwillpiovea'v 'additsvii id" thst coldnyi/ 
. tShi^sejiistode^l'^^oitfee'w est ■■isidiei to0''€badticifed; thsmsely^s 

. .f^rAfodm'isass-cciinjgseU BXe-ciMedih&^tdptW/M Ne'gvdes 

pj-ihe-- cdioby/icif ; !S!er?a>^ iiebne.- -(Thess -am totally distaadt-'&om 
' '•• ^y.i^liilciii hi^iris! .b&ss b^ddap^v'j.'f'licfjf ■•li^i^- tsik^ia out'"of slav'e- 
, ■ships'; captured tit diijererit- ■tisBeS'^.fii5sr''tlig •cotoitibiiesjiifeiit'Of- the . 

■ liE^Ml^SF'e.Omssles/riJevi-^'^Aft Eating TiSpffiit-sd?theli'>hbal^ . 



Tliej w^Q:^.?n$de^jren €f.s,-/thQy.wfi;r'3 landed', fs'cm. tiie-7vssds,'':in. 

®R-ypy pfesenttwelve tawps^^'nywhich there, srs bo^li cbi«:-eii'23- 
apd; scuqols,/, 'Segents TQwn::hayiag -bsen-ime of tble.-iit^l esta= 
blishcd/zcoiitainipg. :^ .hiiodred bouH ■stands . foiv> 

most iQ'iraprp'^ernentj and" htis-. become, a pp-t'^ern for ipdustry, ami 
■goqd.^^X'sariBplet.;' -The^pepi^evti^ere: jiave.pdw.felle^^ 
of - civliizad spcisjty . ; -'Tliey • af e; ^ decently and , respsctably. dreESexl, 
TIis}' ;atte,nd ,4iviae ^'i^orship. r^^^^ They cjrliibk. an", orderly 
an4 nioyai conducl;,: -In'tbeir tonyn iitt'e shops' bsgm 'to' la&ke 
their appearapce ; and' their lands show the marks ot Industnoiip 
^idtiv^tion?, . .Many .'of.theni;, after .'.having, ^supplied .their ■wantsTor 
$he . year, employ a. , surplus .prodoc?; in, the purchase of-sup'sr<« 
■fluiti,es..or-?^oTeiforts, , The- whpie nuraber of these, persoAis' is about 
J4,Q00,'.-,. • ■: : ... ' ■ ; 

■, . : , Mere then are foyr'cgse.s of shve?, eithei; Airjcanspr doscendaBt^ 
of Mnc&nSf eniami^ated in .considerahh bodies at a time, , I have 
?<;Q|)t , ,th0m . by- themseivesj, because they differ fk^om those which 
,fp!iow f , and 1 shall iiow . reason upon .■.them. Let me premise;,- 
howpveri that I shall consider the first three of the case? as 
so that-the same reasoning will dp for. all. They are alike indeed 
m their main tVatures ; and ^^'e^ roust consider this as sufficient 5 
for tO; attenc| minutely to evpry shade of differ^nce'^^ which me:y 
occur in ■eyeryxase,;seem.s!iinn?<;i2e8ary, . 
v ;,lt will jb{3 jsajd then,- that ;the, lirst', three cases ai'e not stnctly 
^naiog^m to , that ,tqf ;tbe-..We?t . In.dian slaves. It will be ^cati- 
tended, that : the slaves in 'aur ,West Indian cQlonies having ,bsea 
.constantly -ip aa' ajgect 'and degraded states their fabplties are be- 
imbibed ; -they .have coDtraGted aU the vices of .slavery;; -e^nd .their 
.bosonisi.biirn: : with, xevdnge.. .awains.t •'.the y/hites«-. , How . then, cati- 
'pei'soriS::iR «ucb;a state be fit to r.eceive their f/eedora ? Tiie slaves^, 
pn ,,the pth4?r haody VvdiP. arcciGEiprehEjndedia. the abo.ve three 
ca^'^si fpiind ix)' the . British .army -a school ..it were, ^JmhJliiM 
ihQm 'by degrees/or milking, a gnod z^se^QfthmMberty, . l^hil^they 
Y5,'«sreth^re,.they: were' never put, of th^ rea'ch of diBcipliGe,^nci yet 
w^m:left isj some measure :tp act as-freg men. They obtained in 
thi'& prepm'atort^ sc^oo^ some, knowledge of the customs of civirized 
life,: , They were in the llabit also of mixing fasiiliarly with ti' 
,whit<3-s,oidiers,, '.j.-Hen.cej it;.wiU,-b£?'(,saidi 4-J^cy'were,.iii ji stat!?tUaii 
'■mQ'mfavoumble fm'.mkk'rgQJr^- ^' ■^fi^'^^ge m 

'-.i . ' ■"■ ' . .- ' : IS recruits, wer6 

A'.part of the lilack reijiiaents vi-ere, procured ,in ''^i5.^;\*r_^iai,, jnastsrs : 
•.not ti-anspbrtRd i« ^Uive-ships^ iin4 were never ""ff^^S^^ the >t^isr«2e - 

cases. ' ■ - . ■ . the 



the West Indian olavesj^ I admit all this. ,But I never Etated, 

■ tiia^vQur' vV csi Inaiark slaves; ityere 'UiAis" emau'cipated j^iiddetil^jf but 



...^j degrees.; ' ' l- 'always tcqk-'it for. granted, tliai , the}'-' were to feavc 



pariaoh has b'eest' instituted^ that irthere'was fess'daiiger ih emanci- 




;|jiTiat;of;^ne\v/ bGcause--{/ie^ K'sre'-ij/r/ac^af?^ wltk' ihe-]v:z2 ef 
■ a^iSs^'-'-WouW 6;U' \¥eBtiudiau'i>laRiier3 be as'Hiucli at- thejr.ease'j, 
ciS'tMej? .now.--are>' if their slaves had'. a:cquired a kmwkdge-'af. the 
ki§i ■jif''^piiky or would they 'think them-jjn this account more 'of 
lessiiit'for "eriiaicipr^iion?-"' _.- ' •• ■ ■ . ; • ■ ■ 
" -it wiU'b's'sasd-sgakij that tbe'foiirlh case', consisting ofthe Sierra 
£^op^. cjiptared "Negrossj -Mmt- ■'s(rktlif--andlogouB;\x> the ■one; in 
pGii'iS:. • ThesQ may have, 'bee^n' ■slaves ■ but' far a skorh ^eV/s.^, .previous 
to their capture lipou the ocean, so that, they had scarcely been 
sis'v'^eb: wheii lhe_y were' 'retsirned 'to the'' rank- of free riienl ■Little 
of." ;n.'o'' change could'- have 'been e^!ected;i■n■ so short, an'- interval in 
theiriiis'posliioa aiid their character ; and, ns they were never carried 
to€le;''%¥est. Indies> -sio'they could not' have- -c-ontractfed- the '-!iad 
hn'qltsy or the degradatiotij or the vices, of the slavery there. It 
Will l^e-cooterided therefore^ ih-at tiiey vierc beiier^ or icss 'h'azGTd" 




captured Negroes ivill nevertheless be found to be a very strotig 
;.WEev."' They .-"were all" j/ricamy-'''Vh&y-- were . siM ^slavesi. ^'Tbey 
laiist'haye cbntra^^ a hatred bf th& whites fwm their 

■sufseriogs -';6.n' board' "ship' = by f^tters^ :whipsj an'd suffbcatibtt' in the 
■iibld> as the- West fridiaii" slaves' from' those severities which'aro at- 
, tached -.to ^their Ijpndage 'Cn. : shore, '• Under these •.circumE^tanctes" 
'im &dVnem'mad^ -sny_^preparat(ir^ discipUrie, but 

/:klmh&i suiidsni^ ; ixhd'-not:Stngii/,- Imt 'm ucdies'^t'& •■'We 
;|ii-id;"th8pi''also.;;S!eltled- or-mades^.toiivc; Under the iinhaiPTdl g&^em'. 
Mthtotfne wh^tis.fi'^^^^ estraordinaryj; we^-iind their 

preseiit-numbeVj as-'Oompared'^^^^^^^ of '■ the whites^in the RUme 
'■c.oloii^*-i nearly -'as' me ^mndred'mid'jifty to one; •notwithstanding 
.Hvhich;-.supenOrity ircsh.em taking-' places 

.";• t fiiesU cargoes' of c,>p£ufed;/coatrabjtr!d!sts arrive in' port."';. 




■M large. .6erL^i«*Xi®"!|Lf'- "^r"??*^**' ;^ssters ■or the commooity 

:zmn^6m<ih^^^ i'^or jf. these instances, ha^ been farmore 

4^^G:mveh^u^^i^^-^^^ of accidents, 

, ^'^"■'^-^■^^•^^■;cer/ffji?(^:.^^«|/^.. ..They -afford. .us, howeve; 

'■■'-'' -- -■ ■ (I hope, 



a- ko2i^f'th.t:fi en^andpation' is practjcablc; danger : Tor '•wili 

^Dy rcae pfetead to' say, that we 'shouid' hai'e hssl as aiudh *.'easdis 
for entertaining such 'a. hope,' |f nO' suck i'dst&nces had, occurrdT^ 
of that we should not have had' reason to, despair, if ■ four suc&sx" 
'penTwiuts.had been- made-, and if tkej/ had alifaika 9 Tiisy aflorcl 
us/again gi'OBiid.for b'sHevifig, that there as a ^psiulisr -cofta^ar. aad 
plasticisyy and piiabilitj so the African cli£ra.cter. ■ This sbftsless 
■may -.bQ-coliecled aimost every where 'from the Travels of Mr. 
Iflungo, Park/ an'd has been -noticed . by other ^witers,. who have 
contrasted it with ;the liaheading ferocity of the Wmth AaiericQis' 
Indians snd , other tribes^. But if this be a feature ia the Africsia 
dferacterj we , oiay account for ^the uaifonnity of the conduct of 
those Africansj who were liberated on the several occasions above 
mentioned, and for th!?ir yielding so iijaiformly to the impressions^ 
which had been given them by their supsriors^ after they had bd'ea 
made free j and, if this be so, wiiy should not our colonij^i slavesj.if 
emancipated^ conduct themselves in the same manner? Besides^ 
1 am sxot sure whether the good conduct of the liberated slaves hi 
these cases was not to be attributed in part to ® sense of interest;, 
when they caoje to knowy that their coEditiooj&m io be improved: 
Self-interest is « leading principle vVith aii who are born into th© 
world 5 and why ;ia the Negro slave in cur cdpnies to be denied 
this comjBon fejeiing of our nature ?~—wliy is he to rise against hi^ 
masterjwhejv be is informed that his condition, is to be bettered ? 
On the contrarys is he not likely rathsr to rejoice and feel grateiu!, , 
when he is made to ex|?em'«cebetter laws and better treatment? - 

The fifth: case may comprehend tlie slaves <>f St» Domingo 
made free: at different intervals m the course of the French Revo-' 
iution, \ ■ ' •' ■ 

To do justice to this case, 1 must g" m a history of the circum-' 
stances connected with it. When the French Revolution, which 
decreed equality of rights to all citizebsi had taiken place, the j'ree 
Beopis of Coioisr oi Su Domingo, many of whom were persons of 
brge property and libesal . education, petitioned the National As- 
sembly j that they might enjoy , the same political privileges the 
Whites, : At length, • in . "March ! 79% ~ the , subject "of the petition 
was discussed, jvhen the Assenibly adopted a decree concerning it. 
The. decree, however,- w^s. worded so ambiguously, that the two 
parties, in St. Domingo, this IVkites' iind the Feopk of Co/owr, in- 
terpreted i^- each in their owri favour. This di(!erence of interpret 
taiion gave rise to- animosities' 'between thern,- which' were '.aug-' 
njented by political party-spirit, according as they were royalists,; 
or .paFtiz2?ri3 of the Fraich Revolution; so that disturbances took 
place Qud blood was shed. ■ ' 

I n the year ? 795, the People of Colour petitioned the ilssembly 

■ ' - ^ ' C 2 ,. again, 



CO 

agpmvbut pi1ncjpaII^Y;fc?r six:e5splaBs'tionpf"tl5e'depvceln.^ucstidn«- 
pj? 1.|s of -Mjsiy^ the; -subject, '.was talcca £nto-.c:>nslderat;rpnj 
an4 ,,tl;S., reat'lt 'was f>,f.|pi;.her,- fleQr«?s in , explicit 'eernisy ^.vhlcli -detGr- , 
mmedf ' thRtXh^ Coh^'V in.'.all the French islaDdsi'^were 

freepfi.reitlspu l>Qth sMes.l ..-.Th'e.ney/s'of.this. decre's-.liad -Xio cooaer • 
aniy;d;d at thq^Gape/di^p-it produced an jrtdigdation almG3|;.aiiJC'jnt-; 
.ing.'te p.hrensy among tlio-ll^Ae^ 'i%ey_ directly "trampled-/un.c!3r. 
&jqt/ the: national cpckacle^ ^nd rvvi.tli -diSiculty^weFe^^vevented -.from 
jjeizrog -Jill ,the, French; merohjip/t , nhips Vi Wthe\rQad3; ■:■ 'MtCi Xbk.. 
"the t^if q paitie^ armed; against; feaclVotlier. , / Even, eainps began ''to 
be- formed, ' -Hpxriliile.m.issfiGresl.'an conflagrjitions follpwedi^rth© 
rei^o'rtS - of .which,' wipers -^bjoiightvto the mojher-oojintry/'wisre so 
tenibl^j that the As.s;eniW i-esciaded; the decree in favour of lAe 
'fi^m:PeoisU:qf,CoiQit?y 

> fo;.th> je^r. ,I79^> :tfe.-pi6ws,of iiiJo.'new decree'; reached St. ^Bo-^ 
niingo? and; produe^d -as mupjl irritation amdng the;, People -of 
Colourj as the oaw3ipf the ! former.; had done among, the Whites^ 
and-Thosfjiiti<as \veire .p^^ between them:. As .soon as' these 
e\';ents becaaie kno\vn, m.Fraacej, the Gonv;entiohal Assembly i,.\vhich 
baci .then'; succeeded ;tjie. ■iie|i5latiy'e,; s^ing.' no /bops :of .ir^conci- 
ii^tioa^pii either si^^ not ; what other course to take thon 
iq :dp jystice^ ^vhateve;' ,t^^ might bei They re- 
solve4 a<;cpjdingly5. In the, month of April, that the decree of 179 I j 
\vb,ich fiad beeip .first made,' aad theii reversed by the preceding'As- 
sembiy^l should itand good^ thus restoring, to the Pisople of .Golour 
the privileges , which bad beearbefore voted to thern j and ;they; ap- 
pointed S0j4honajcj,.3?'r?lyerel, arid another,^ to repair as -coiiimis- 
sipners to Sti Domingo, with a large body of troops, in order to 
epf6rc<$''.thie;d<^r«^and tc-ke^p the ^eace,' ■• .;■•<•• ■ '.•..« 

ri - the >.y^iar.. 1,793, tlie satiie. divisions, and; the same bad :bIbod 
CQatiq?j|ipg,i ROtn-^ithstanding the' arrival of ith'e coaimissio'ners, .a 
vexy ;, trivial; matter,. ;a, Quarrel between 'i Midatto md & White 
-mdu .(an ofi^cer .in tliie ^French marine), gave rifee to . new disasters. : 
"IFhis quarrel: tpglc ^jlace, at Cape Francois, oh the 20th of /Juno. 
Op the same day itfe seamen left tbei? ships in the rdadsj andcaiiie 
Oi1^sbf>re, atjd made common cause with the white inhabitants of 
,the' .to,',vn= Pn the oiher side were ranged the Mulattos 'andi other 
Ecppls.of ;Coldur, -snd these weije; Afterwards joined by aqme'ia-. 
sBTgent Blacl^si Th^3 battle lasted.- nearly two days. During this 
lime, the arsena! was .taken . and plundered; some thousands Vv'ers' 
Icllled ' in the streets, : and more .than' half the ', town , was burnt.' 
Tfes commissioners^, ;Whb were spectators of this horrible scenej- 
and who had done ail tuey could tp restore peace, escajped unhurt, 
l?6ti they were left upon a heap of fains, and with but little more 
, ' power 



power ■', than- ■■tiis 'authority which tlieir tomfeissiori gave tlieiri, 
Tiiey .had only about a thousand troops left in the place. 
(determiiiedj therefore; under 'these circums'inncesj to call sn''ths 
Slaves in. the -neighbourhtJod - to their assista'nce. , " They iss'ued. .ia 
prcclamatibji-iaxonseq'aencGj by ^ \vhich ihe-tj' prornUcd' to gipejrik^ 
dd'iii- to all the Mldclts zoho'were' vMling io range Sitemselves 'tiiid'er 
■ the , hanntrs- of the Repuhlit, 'Tiiis w^s^ the ■ iirsfc' -prociariiatioh 
'm^^dshy public; authority for emancipating slaves in St. IJomirigO;, 
and waii usually called the proclamation' of Sknthoha-X-; The re- 
«iilt"6f it was/ ihat a consicletable nuiiiber df- sjiaves camd in arid 
wereeufrancbised.-' : ,-■/■■■: !■■ ;.-.•■■ ^-'V..- 

: .•.'Sooniafter^his trartBacti^n'Pol^it-d left his .cbUeagiie Santhdnas 
ihe Gape; lintl went m his capacity of' conirnissiqner to' l%rt im 
Prince, the capital of the West." Herejje found every lhiT5g<|ui*et> 
and cultivation, in .^s liourishuig stat6. ; From Port . au ' Prince ''he 
.visited; Les CayesV .-the capital of the Soisth, He' h44 i^'oV-'b6w«< 
(©very beeh long there>-b8fol-6 he foiind th^i theminds of the sliivea 
-bsgan!tO '-be id an imsetllsd^fetate. tFhey had becoriie ii^uaiiited 
I'ratBs.'what ■ had tafen - plkce in ;the North, riot- only with - tli^ "ribfe' at 

'■ihQv;Cape^;ibut-'.,th'e fjroclapafcbn' of. Santtionakv --Poli'^rel'- th^f^ 

' foreyvseeingi theimprekion' which it- had beguii' tb iViakd' u^^ 
minds of the slaves in'thtise parts, was convibced ^hat ;fei(aaritj|>a-> 
tion coaM be neithei' prevented nor' even retarded^; and ihat' it waa 

-'•absolajtel^ fiecessary- for '4lifpia^on&l]safetii'^f: tJi&- ^'ShM flmteh, 
thatrit'. should be ' extended' to the ^li^le isluitdi,' Me wa& stj fcdii- 
vinced.of Aha aStessity^of thisy th'at'iyl&e2U&.ib'er' VlQS, he 'drmrup 
a proclamaiion without further delay ^ci?, and ,/)?/if 

drculutmn J-v 'He :dated it •■ fri>ni Xes-- Cayeb* • •' ■• HeiV'eklioi't^cl 'the 
planters to pdtroniise it, Jie advised them, if they wi>?hedto'aVmd 
the most' serious calamities, to concur tliemselyes in tlie piropdsi- 
^tioii of giving' freedom to th<iir slaves. ' II e'then caused' a- registry 
ito be opened At 'the Government house to fecisiye tiie signatures of 
all those vs'ho shoiikl approve of his advice. It vt'as remarlcable 

. ''that all the proprietors in these ^paVis- inscribed their, ^nam0^^^^^ 
;bo6k« He then caused a similar registry to; bebpeD'ed kt l?ort aU 
'Prince for the West. Here the : same disposition' wai fdiindfr'tp 
•preVaile'' .All the ^planters, -except'-oneygave/lii^ 
•They, had'-bscdms 'ivretty. generally vcorivinded 'by ■this 'time^'-^thai- 
.'their own -personal safety •^tas .conbe'cted ^vith the ' meaSiir^i '. ''Wfe 
may -dow- add, that in the month of February 1 794, th'e' i?6hven^ 
•tioiial Assembly of France passed a, 'decree foir the abbiitibil 'of 
-slavery throughout the whole of the Fmwh cQlmiies. Thus the 
Governraept of the mother-country confirmed freedom to these 
upon whom it had been, bestowed by the commissioners.' .This 
decree put therefore the jinishing stroke to ihe whoU. it com- 

' ' pleted 



' ^t^'^omxigo^' i .shB)^,}jnq}ike ■ how, tUcss; v.?bo :Wqy& lifesrated .coii- 

■A With; I aapect . tQvtb,os©. e'maBC2pa>$d', fe^ Santhbnas .in 'the-Ndrth, - , 

■l ;dQ,iiotindj-m;tli©^'t^^^^ '.hiGt^neij I l^fev.e!' seen, sany. thing par^- 
ticular , 'bommim 

:ej'p?ited- ■ iaj lhs;.Sdutii ' aad;, West,; b}', .the.- proclamation .ofr'Poi V(e.re!'j,' 
• SvM'^T<^ '!enai>ied;tO';giye • a/^^ery ■ple^^iag accp.unt-.->! .tJpIdnel iMalenir 
\'f£?fit3 who'-was resk^^ the ishnd' at the time;- has: made-. us:acr' 
■:j^uamteB,'^witls /t^^^^ cpaduct; and character. : v:l~J isostate- 

iien^/ <.ihqsigh ■sh.oirtj^i.is ^lisgblj-isats.sfactoryf . .■ ■.'■'^ ''After-this public 
■;^c,t;,.6f';;emanGip-&tiQ says; tie, ^(by- Polverelj,)' tl^e :, NegroesiT'e- 
•%(&j?Ve(^-ftfi# both «» ?.&e S,6U^H--jakd\in: ika West, .-andj-tnley: cp«r ■ 

■;hxdeed^.,;Atfhicb. hadv'.neuherf^pvv'iiers ,ni£>,aag'ers, resideBt"' ,upoK 
■'-llierti.p/fpr.sbme'bf^^^ had ibeen, put;. into; prispB' by -ildosiibrtJB-; 

' .tiiers Afers: an^ ;ev^4' infeiip^ . agents-, tO: guide :tlier» ^ and tea-. those 
'^tates>/wher^i}p::Sy ,le;ff 'fo :cli're.et ;themj! th^y •■betook 

V;the5:?iseke3.to;itheplan|i^ ; bii,t-,ui3on-«/£: 'the'.phnt'di'' ' 

^■■^lo/|^,■■where ■ th^ ■ Whit^;re^{ded, ■ th^'Mhoks: contimedi 'labom ks 
yqmitly'm 'befpreJli /A:\ijx\e;fvixtheY-pn, in.sh^/wojhj jicjiculiiigrthis ' 
'-|nptioa, 'ontertaine^ in.:.Ffar5ce5,;' t!i^t the,; Megfoss would, uotVwork . 
; \vl'i;hou t^c^ he takes occasion to allnde toJ other Negroes, 

\\vhp', had been; iibsrated by^the g^me, pf od.airsation j ' bu t . whO- meter. 
jam^/immediateiy • under/.ll's ' o\vn " eye, and, .cogBjzanci3,t. ■ W 
.sfiy&i'ic,; ";you ,^^^^^ pot/tO'Speak to them; of- th^ir return - 

^'sk'i'erys- but talk ;tp'.^ Jiberty,,yoivm?iy"Wiih this 

li^tteiT-v.^ord^chai their labour.:^.- ■.Bowidid I'ous'saint 

..supceed-j;;- ;-Hpj5/,c(t4:'l siipcejed -also .-before h.is-tifee;m the j^iaio-.uf 
,li^e :.</ui ; de' .SaCj'and ■ ^he ;PiamatiQn Gpuraud j ;niore.;,tbaivaglit 
i^^oaths;: ifter: liberty - ^^^^ ■ gr«i^it6?J.;( Pblvetel);to-,tbe -.slaves;? 
•.^|ig>"^Vt|i059/who;^ at that iiqae, >nd;@!if^nythB^iBlackdi.tfaeni> 

. ."i^'ijmf thW^ ;ppnsis£!Dg. .of; more/.th^a .'Cduc -hundred; .md 

^fifty;1^l)ourersj:f^^^ ®or/c ,': a|idye.f thjs plantation; was -thought 
b'G^^upder t^- \vor the. glaves the.'njftst. idlej.of 



.; ^.MSiK&tre ltistr/riquc et politique des Co!«iijies, e£ pariiculi^remerit de cfeUe 
de;Si. Doiriinp:»es &c; Parisj August 1814. Sv.d* p.^ : :^ - t •■ .; ;; . * 

■ 'Pp,W25s;126. ■■;;,. ■ ■■:■■,■■;.:;■■• 
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. ''any 10 the plain'. i,.m3fselfj ms|jirG^- the' same r^60iiy liijM^^ 
.other 'pkiitatton^^'of vvbidi i li^d.the matjageuient.'V, 

llie; above accoiM.it is far ■bfij'diid''aiyf 'thing IhXtcduld have'lj&sn^ 
es|ij&ctedv . Indeed, it - is' •mo^ti^rad^in^'.^' ' '-"IJ^p' 8nti 'that; thelifer, ' 

• 'rated ;I^■egTp8s;,■■'^o^A■:■w^://^e Sduth 'aMp(e\f$'6^^:^h^iivk4'Ww^ 
upoik- tlieif ; old ■plUitiatmiS) and 'for ; i^}Qh!^oM'madi:ri -.tii-Af .'p^ere ' 
was 'also' is spirii of industry ^i'iicjng' tfeeiij 'and' that tfeey-'gRiV^d» 
iineasiifitess k> theirertipldyer5J.;'for they ai'e 

■ io^iiov)^ (is- Quietly as tef-of-e^} Siich v)'a{j the.conciuct of the^^^ 

niiMe; 'bf • i794» • - ■iiBt'^sa/jiaV^ue theVsubjectp-'aiid' see . lidw'tiie^^' 
■■ cbin(i^Xctdl"i!iQmselveW,'^afe^ 

■• '-vB'unng'the yea:i-i.?95;and.part ;df 1796, I' caa leaijn'nbtliing 
abdiit theiny ihouih I have ransacked the VFrench iVistom 
this pur^pae. Had a£iy thingj hawever,; bccurresd in the way of 
out/dge, sve should l^^^^ A»i<^ hereiet mei;^^^^^ 

bppbititnsty of " setting my readers. s%ht^,if^^'^^^^^^ not"knb\i^ing tiie 
V dates . bf* oQcurreiibesj 'they .'shbuld Mve : cbuiiecte^'; fhe,lduivqg&3 
' which" " • assii retJly - took'' plsjcb • . in '"St. Bomiri^b, in - 179 1 ah4' ^ i^^j,, 
mih t/ie.e^£Cts of tlie emamipation ,<}fthe slaves. The grqat nias-' 
sabres an<|Vcon«agrationsi >ylrt^ 
lilctiire in the histoy of this utthappy i^^^ 

I of daverj^y hefOre the pwciamajtions 6/ issin^^^ ; p6lybrbij 

and before the great cbnvesitiohal dec.ee oft t),ie moiher-cbunti*y 
mrds' known. They had been occfesidhedj too^fioi origiiiuli^ pi/ 
the sldioesthemselveSf but by quarrds betvveen f/ie coZofired! 
jj/a/i/mj iand between ihe roydliUs ^xxd the revoIktmilstSf ^vhi^'g 
for the purpose of wireaking their vengeahce upon ieach pther, 
bailed in the .aid of the slaves ; and as lo the4ri6urgent J^Jegrbes of 
the North, in particular, wlio filled that part of the colony, in thosb 
years with terror and dismay, they were originally jiut In mptioni, 
accprdihg to Malenfant, 6i/ ihe rot/Uihts themselves, tq stirengtheji| 
their own bause, and }o putdown. ike pardzakB of il^e^^^ ^etfor 
H^io«. When Jeaa Fr^ and Biassou comineiiced the insbr- 
fbction', there .were many whiie royalists with then?, , and the 
'l^egj'oe.s'' we're^rnkde .to Sv^ar the zshite cocUadey ' 1 repeat,'' then, 
that duriiig d^^^^^^ J.71)£'>hd i79S, I can firjd ' bothing in the 
lii!|tory bf Str ©oniingb, wherewith to reproach the Veraancjp^ 
' ■'jNegrQea'm the "way of outrage"^. , There ' is evbry rijasbh," 'on - ihs 
other hanil, to believe, that they conclucted theniselves,' during this^ 
peripd, in as; orderly a manner as before. . . , . * 

* Th6ra were occnsiwnally inaraiidifig parties from the mountains, who pil- 
iaKcd in tlie plains; but these were ihe old iuburgentb, and not the eaianci- 
pated Negroes, ^ ' 

. iconic 



I,.come now to the -latteir, part-of tbe year 17QQ y^nd bere-bapi;?, 

^pursuing 'mj inqiiify , -J) l¥e' , sliall ' Ind , ' 'that , from , Ahh, ' tijBe ;.tliere 
:'^vaa;;i^i>'^a^ .those ;w1ia ,bad 

iot^o>^'pjj!^^lg?ral" .■'"MW.TbussMnt; 'cams jnto::|jd:V5^erji7J3emg 
':pillral-ia-clii^pft^ ;p^;Si;,.poc!iinjg05^ ai'U IsefOTe.tbe 

eiiM'pfctMe year:ij^&^;and; re^ po^e? M tlie year 180^, 

'^rliil iiiamvasioff- of islaii^' -bj the ;FreTC jia? , 

.p^i». under lieclem,,' • 'Mfilenfant .means ■|lierefQm- to, sta^?^^,,t^i 

, :i>^''tKe;,i^QyyM 'colony; in jt9iS^"^*^e !S^^s 

\MonMheiMM^^^^ his return^'//..] 

lu^GcledeSin (sstablish^ |perffecfc iorde!^ and ; discipVine ,^n?6ng tii§ 
hl&($,tTqop3i^'Uk^, succee^led- also la .malang tt^e black lafopuri^jrs 
■ f&uivn to tii'e plaeWtiOM^ to* resume ' the 'driidg&ry.^ of iculti- 

v?^K)n."' ':-■'".:'] '.■ '] i^.'^'-. , '' i ':-;:['■ .r 

'ihe' saiTae'auihor; tells 'ns,". that . .in the .next:'. ^ear> (ll9T) 

per^ei'l \eier.%''daij pr'aditced percej)tib!e proofs . .pjfife i??f<>gress,.,; ; iie 

.tliii i^pncj'^rful igiprovemejot,. this^daily. .yi^ilble ^^im^ ^^^feV 
tufe,'.to;ffie'^mei^^^ 

tnhutedib its gfowth • biit .1, maintam, "that unless , the 'Negroes, 
ivbb wfere then free, /tail done their fart as Xahourersj both By 
wofMngfegurafly and Industriously, and by oheying the directioris 

• : ; « P.'/8. t M4moire3,py3n. J Ibid': p.. -524. • : . ■ , 
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of'tludr sispsriritendante or. masters^, the colony could 'never. Iia"-^ 
prpspsrejS," as. relates '.tq icultivafibn,' ift.ilie' mapn^r. descnbed..^,. . 

. ybe' • next . Viritiiess'. toi whom -. X . shdll, ;appeal,' is ; '^lio.'.estmiable 
penerai; yjsceB.t-.wiiQ now ' lives at Paris, , tliough. at . an mya^ced . 
agei, lie'..w.44, .a.cpiqnel, ^.hd ^afterwar^s.^-a, geiieral'.'qf ! &iga'de,pf 
artiifenr- in ,'Sk. • Bpmlqgq. •'. He . y^as statiqned. ths5;e,..4iiririg _ the; tispe 
'|}qtij;of'Sahtii6nax.arid !l'oii , 'He 'was';also 'a .prop^^etOT .of 

iion qf^J^'/^gnculiure'afteK.'tliq abolitloo slayerj'^j and'One of! me 
.^raafcinst^uments:''.in bringing' 'i.t .to ,' the. • perfectipn .oientfoned 1 
: . t'acrpiKe,, ! •. in . the ' year' 1 80 1 , Jie ': wasxaH^d ' upon ,,by .Toy ssairit' • p, 
xepmr^to^ans^,^ i)ire^t0ry''th'e;hevv:;;e6n'st 
^k'ch'had'been,'! 
su'ram'on3.^,;"It;'h^ 

m^Qt ..of!' tb^, ..peace x>f. Amiens' , bere. Ji^^.ib.und'^^tq. liis in^sp^-eisiibie ^ 
surprise 'apdjgiief^.'.lt^^ ^!B.uqnapartq.-.was,' preparing , an ;finjn'enso 
ar|B,aiB.snt/;ib'..b^^ ^f^9:P^?^M^i^M':r'^T 

J"irst!Con;5«i^,ar^^ 

]n9_;'oiber. man J:(i'^^rancef. would lias^e^d'ared to say.'/." -;He.;, fern^'on- 
strated! against the espeditiob ; h© toicl' bim to his face,. th?it-,tiidugb 
the army destined fqr ^hi^ of^tPe.ib^iHianfc 
' cgns^^erc^iM^ ;!qould, , do ■ nothing /u^. -the -A^Meai* Jt 

Would, most a's'spredly ^ 

eFen!if. ,i t sbo?ild. be. ,doubVf,uC whether ■ ji_ ; vfpulVl -he .^estrqyed; by 
the Blaclcs,,;'; !■ B!e,-.stated,^ :as, ^ another , .argupient. , against: 'the!,ex,p.er. 
iditip.is/that it ^vas;!tq unnecessary^ and therefore cy\m\Bd\\y. {pf. 

. .tha.t!e¥ery! thing ;?i;as!^a^^^^^ onweUja S.tj Dpn/ingo. 19}_^,prp^r^^i- 
tors were ■ in j>^ac:eabTe possession of' their .e&tatesj . cultiviftion zods ' 
maJting a rq^pid progress. ; the Blacks, were indutstrioiiS} and heuowl 
example happy ^- lie conjured, him, tiierefore^ in the rianie of jiur 
manityji not to reverse this beautiful state Of things, , But hispffprts 
^^ere i.ne^ctuaL . ,-The die had .been cast : . and ; the. qnly reward, 
which he received, from Buonaparte for his i^ianly and iaitlifpl jsr 

• presentat^6ns,; was,bajnsbment to .the isle ;or Elba. ,'- -. ;. . j-^..; v. 
■;. . Saying ■■brjoughl..my u-exanunat^o© .into, the .cqnifuci, o|-t|iej|fe- 
grossi.after. tliei'r liberation down-tq,1802(,, thp ,ti«i_e.,qf tii<?:}{\v^s,i9;^ of ' 
the. 4siand; hy- .■ Ledercy--. I > must ; Dqw/j .ieaye.; ? a-; blank; of .ne^rl^rstwo 
years, OS ^ii th.e.year [1864, . •• -It cannot be expected during;a-wr,,ui 
wbi^h «?very man : was called to arms to defend , iiis, p\?;n; , pergoijaj 
liberty and that of his family, that we should see plantations cuU 
tivated as quietly as before, or even ctddvated at all. Vliiit this 
Was ri'dt the fault '<£iUe emandptited WegrGCS, huVdf 
^i'i^tsto^s. ' it was owing to life prejudices of the latter, that this 
frightful invasion took place j prejudices, however, which are com-: 
• mon 



nton to almost all sUve owners. Accustuiucd to the us« of arbj- 
tiary power, tht^- could not bfouk ihe loss jf Uieir whips. Accub- 
tomed to look down upon tije Negroes as an inferior race of beings, 
as tuere reptiles of the earth, Uiey could not bear, peaceably a3 
these had coriducusd themselves, to come into that familiar contHf:t 
with ihein, a* jfree labourers^ which tlie change of their silualion 
retf^uired. They consideretl them, too, as proj)erty lost, but which 
w<is to be recovered. In an evil hour, they prevailed upon Buona- 
parte, by false represent* tions and promises of pectmiary support, 
k> Uiidenake to restore thin^ to their former state. The expedi- 
tibiV^t length arrived upon the shores of St. Domingo:— a scene 
t>f blood and tortiire followed^ suck as history had seldom if ever 
tufote disclosed, and compared with which, though planned and 
exetuied ff^hite^^ al! the barbarities said to have been perpe- 
trated by the insurgent Blacks of die North, amount coniparatkely 
to tUrithiHs. At leuj^th, however, the French were driven from the 
i»hind. I'iU that time, the planters bad retained their property, 
and then it was, but not till then, that they lost their ull. it can- 
not be expecttsd that I should have any thing to say of the industry 
or good order of the emancipate*! Negroes, during such a convul- 
sive peribci. . 

in the yi?ar 1804, Dessalines was proclaimed emperor of this 
fine territory. In process of time a great part of the blacfc troops 
vrai^s disbao<ied, and returiied to cultivation. As they were free 
when they became soldiers, go they contmned to be free when 
they became labourers again. From that time to this, thtre has 
been no wai.t of subordination or industry among them. They or 
tbeir dcseceodants are the persons, by whom the plains and valleys 
of St. Domingo aresiill cultivated, and they are reported to follow 
their occupations still, and with as fair a character as other free 
lafbourerij in any other quarter of the globe. 

We have now seen now the emancipated Negroes of St. Do- 
wainsgd htavo used tb<nr liberty, from the year 1793 (the era of their 
geiilctiii fedJ^u«^ip«Uon) to the present day, a period oithiHif years. 
An important qtiesstion liere seems to force itself upon us, ** Whai 
•viii^ t-itA measures taken, after so frirrhtfal an e%'ent as that of 
6rt»iis<iip&tjpn, to secure tranquillity and order', and to rescue the 
1^«itcr« -tfnd the colony from ruin ?" It ap»pears then, that the 
two oDrtHJsfesioners, Santhonas mid Polvereli aware of tbe rnis- 
diief Virhibh might attend their decrees, took the best measures 



* Tbe Frfench troops were not the authors of rearing to pieces the Neeroes 
altce bv bloodhotmda.or of sufiVKatin^ them Uy hundreds at a timfiio the holds 
of ships, or of diowoini; them (whole car-ues) by scuttling and bthkiiig U»e 
vessels ; — but the plantei ». 



llu'y couU's devise i-; prt'Vi-nt il. Oist- oi' thesr tiu^t sU'p? ^.var, tn 
diavv up a >hor{ code ut uilcr; to b... ,;t) Civca iijK>u ilie piantations. 
riie^e, rules were prinled and niacie piibitc. Thty weie ai»o or- 
tlered tu be read aloud to all the Negrcx^s upon every estate, f^r 
which purpose they were to be asseinbied once a week, lite 
preamble to these regulations iiisiniefi i<pon i'he tfecesskj/ of in- 
duslrif, without trhirh even/ thing uwtld go to ruin, Arsmng tt>e 
riiSes, thrt two the n;o»t worthv ot our notice weie, that the la- 
bourers weie to be obhged io hire thesnselves to the owner of an 
e'itate for»oi /cm than a t/ear, at the eiKi of \vbici», l)ut not before, 
they might quit his se! vice, arxi engage with another: and that 
they were to receive a third par' ol ihe produce erf the estate, as 
a reconipeuse for their labour. Theje two were fwidameidal 
regulations. As to minor points, they were allowed to vary ac- 
cording to circumstances. Tiiia cotle subsisted for about three 
years. 

Toussaint, when he came into po'.ver, reconsidered the subject, 
and adopted a new code. His liist objcir't was to prevent oppres- 
hion on t!te {)arl of the uja.slor or employer, ar>d yet to secure 
obedience on the jjart of the labourer. Conceiving that there 
could be no libbjty wliere any one man h;id the power of punish- 
ing another at his discretion, lie took away frpm every master the 
use of the whip, and of the chain, and of every t>ther inetruinent 
of correction, either by himself or liis own order : ho took away, 
in fact, all porver of arbitrartf punishment. Every master offend- 
ing against this regulation was to be summoned, on complaint by 
the labourer, before a magistrate or intendant of police, who was 
to examine into the case, and to act accordingly. Conceiving, on 
the other hand, that a just subordination ought to be maintained, 
and that, wherever (lelintjuency occurred, punishnient ought to 
follow, he ordaine-d, that all labourers offending against the planta- 
tion police, or not {verforming their contracts, should be brought 
before the same magistrate, who should examine. and decide as in 
the former cafe. Thus juatici was adniif]ist«red without respect 
of persona- ] t must be noticed, that all punislimente Were to be 
exef,uted by .■ ,i-jblic officer, that they liiiaht be considered not as 
puiusbo^ents tlie master, but bt/ iheatate^ liius he maintained 
d«ie subordination tm the plantations, ci;2YAo<ef incadmg the 4iSerty 
of individuals^ and subjecting thenj to individual tyranny and 
caprice. ; 

Ampng plantation offences, idleness on ihe part of tlie labourer 
was one. A man was not to receive wages from his master, and 
to do nothing. He was obliged to perform a reasonable quantity 
of work, or be piuiisSied. Another oiFcnce was absence without 
leave, which was conbidcred as desertion. 

Tnubsaint 



t^me f0r/'w^tich;;labpai:er3 should, .engage/.thernodH^es ■ to->msstsrs. 
J-f.e; 'fclipught 4t iittwise-to allow tlis , , 'forspesV: in "'the infancy, of :i!lei r 
.iibaEty3;to ^imbibe' iftotlon^ raaibiing. at the; end of 

ior|3^|rtiGular;plantations :fo?;;five'; years>. 'being thn^ .made; tlibugh 
fre8'labpm-erSj:a,,soj-?; of («&a«%^S;g/e&j3 foT-that time.v- ;;v.:'.'-.- 
■ Me,dil!fere"d. .sgain'ifrom the co!miiissionsr5>^'as .to, .the^quantuni-of 
"JcompensatioH ;fos- -tbeirUabQur.; ;-;He;tUought cae-third:of .the-pro- 
"duce.teo- muchj seeing, that Ihe planter had another, third to pay to 
■l!ie:^^ovenfment;,!- Hev^assigned^ ithereforej .^one-fourth/to the la- 
bourer ; but this ,^va;s. in the; case otil^y. where-ths iabouier clothed 

•jSWed.' ib" £hake.;&:ded.uc^ori for •his-^?tpences.- ? ' <'-. ' • 
. ?,The;:abovQ isaU Ihave been^able to.col!eGfc:of the-code of .Tous- 




"duslry. fan.the rjikntations i'bf; .St.- iBomingd^; at- a • time, v^hen ■ -only 
Vidlen,ess' a^d-a-aarqhy xm^ito-have^-bpeni^xpected. » ; .|t--was- in. force 



'■w.hea^Iiederci arriyed;with:;his.i,m-vading arrn^rj ari-u it'Gorit5niiq.w' in 
^Jirmedl ■ fern- :1?.Quss^ 



> 



!variatipp, .'thc?jelative situatioE-Q^^^^ 

'■; v: .Bot'it^s4'ime'ith.at;I.-shouId nowavmdaip , the case ^before -ug. 
Andj 'firstir will any :oiie; say that this .case is not analogous to that 
\vli\ch K-e , have'.' in- ■■'vie.w-: I hot us.' remember, that-- «tlie • number- df 

• ',skves;Hberat-5d'by;tbe,;&€nch-.tiecre5s ia: Stv Bomijigo.was Jittle 
.$hqrt -b.f-'^G.OiOOa .psrsoRS^^ and.-tliat ;-tbi&> was, 'nearly ^equaV to.thb 

'\gofeg^XQ\6f:alhtk&dii'ses ■theadrj-'the.British'W est Indian' Islands. 

■ 'Blst. if -there be: o; ,'#an,t;.'.6f> analogy,' ths.-diflerenae- is -in 'my ' fa- 

■ 70ur./.' •I'maintaini ■t'lai.^emancipation; in-:&^-- Bomingo^-vj^s ■ at- 
tendgd-T45rith»-/aj?i bfcrc •• fejxari t.o.-persons-and .property,.:£aJd-;ivjtb 
, cTcs?.-:;;''; i?^cK-f^&4^'thQn'!"5 need. bs^>-if -atteiupted ih.mrromi 

€ab-iW^rge1/^hat>by;th;e!decr53-of Pdlverely .saacdoned 
: , f ff-srwards -by- ithe;€oii#nlion^--,tbeisla\';es . here. ■ made .fi^ee at- OPxe, 




' Were leV loose mth ^tiUMe'vkes of davcri/.upqn' them*- What 
was tQ -bvive- been : expected - but thc'dissolution of all .civilized so- 
ciety; -.witb the r&"ga-,ofr barbarisni. '. and terror ?' ■ I'^ow,, all I'. ask 
with/rWpect to the Blaves-.iri our o,wh islands is/that they shoakl 
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hB midim\p&ted -hp -degrees, or tbat-tliej' slioiiH 'bcv made to pass 
through - a i certain raurse of disciprme, as^ihrough - a prepafatort/ 
S3/.'oa/f tb fit them fopHbe^right \iz6 of -their -freedom*' '--Agaliv can ■ 
%vc forget -tiie Unfavourable circumstances^ in -ivhibh the slaves' of 
Stv Jiomingo were placedyfor a-year or two^bsfore.theis* liberation^ 
m ^ another; point- of •-view.? ' 1 'he - island^ .at- tb'.s juncture- vi^-as a 
prey > "ta' ■■poUtical • 'dkcot^f ■ckil ^ar, and foreign hivasmu --Tho 
sktve^owriers weVe -poiiticaUj at 'variance ! with- 'each otheryas-they 
were whitp'or c6loured persons, or-reptiblicans-or royalists. They 
were quarrding and fighting >'vidr- ebch otherj and ; shedding 'each 
othea-'s biood, , The EngUsh, at tiie same time, who- were in pos-> 
session of the strong maritime postSj were alarming the country 
% their iaciiriaiohs. : The slaves, onfortimatelyi had been taught 
to imbibe the political finimOsi ties, aiid to take the side of their 

, respective masters, and had been farxiiiiarised to scenes of violeacei 
and bloodshed. Nov/, whenever emancipation is to be proposed 
in our -C)wB colonies, I ciriticipate neithQv political partieSf XioY civil 
warsg nor foreign invasio%'--but h time of tranquillity and psdcsi 
Who then will Jiflarmy that there' could be Einy-thing like the dange? 
and- difficulties in emancipating the slaives thdre/ which existed 
when-the slaves of 3t. Domingo "were made free? But some oIj- 
jectory aFfcer all, iiiay saj-, Ther^ is one point in %vhich your 
analogy i's' deficient. While' Toussaint -was in power, the So- 
vernment of Sts; Domingo was o- hlaclc one, and the Blacks would, 
be niOrb willing to submit to the authority of a 5Zflc& Government^ 
than gif tL^Mte on'e, Ilence there were fewer disorders produced 
by emancipatioxi in St; Boiriingoj thah would probably occur in 
our own islands.*' But to such an Oi.bjector, i should repiy,^ that 
he I:nows. nothing of the -history of St. Domingo. The Goverki^- 
irient of that island v/as ¥rench, or «s^/mY<?/ from the very infancy of . 
emancipation to the arrival of the- expedition of Leel6rq.* The 
sla.vesi were made free under the government of Santhonax ^and 
Folverbl., When these retired^ ether white ' commissioners -sue- 
ceeded'them.- ■ When Toussairit; ckme into power, lie was not 
supreme 5 )Generals Hedomlle, Yinceiit, ;and others, had a share 
in the governinent.,- Toassaint Mrasfelf receitisd '^ his commissioi^ 

from the 'French I)im'i'o?3f,;:anll acted' -under iti lie .caused -it 
everj^ tvbere to be made known^ biitparticularly among his officers 

. aiid troops, thathe retained the -island for the French Governments 
tijid thkt France Yia& the govern^ing country . 

A sixth class 'of slaves- emancipated in bodies may coiaprehend 
thosey 'whc began to be liberated about eighteen months ago inihfe 
newly-erected State' of Columbia, • Oeneral Bolivar began the 
great work by enfranchising his own slaves, to the number of be« 
tv?een seven and eight hundred. But he . was not satisfied with 

. this; 



; • . • .'■ 'SO . 

■ihh % --.fv^r bdbvhfg, 'mnlie: d]t% .thet ••■to :l59!d ;.p3rsbiic>' m ■ slavery .-.eX 
C:,Hp',u'J;s 'not :Qn\y- rnorally ^vmX5s^•b^U lUtedyinconsistent^w^ 
-chj'.racter.'o'f men' iighiihgiior^ their bwK.:jib3rt3?5 iie Ibrought .tlia 
. cybjcG;,;- before ithe;;C<oligress:of.'y:eH'3zu?la. : • -This .-CJongress, . after 

It r€Cv-rnjrtcnded..to"t,liQ Sr:jt..general' Congress": of: Go'lumbia^ :the«i 
: r-bout'to-aGsemblefl"'; This. lastGongriss.s passed- aidecfe'Q'^ipfe!man°^ 
, cipgtioK /on- the-i9th; of ■ Jbly^iB^I 1 -..M\\. siaves, atid-'their Eiunnfer 
:\vc.3icon5jder,ab!e,-,,w^bp ,-had: assist^dy/ in' a.'.miUtary 'Capacjtyf .in 
i:::cb\eying 'tliQ •independence: of the- republic, were-st once declared 
frsQi .Ml' the children .-of !:slayeSj.' bom- afterthe. said , I Oth.df'July^ - 
' w.ere, declared; :to;. be frfee ; 'b,;j;tin.;^ofdeV-,,to defray the;. expense. -.of 
their.'.early mjlintenance and/educatioii,- wer~e- to .sen'e t\i<£r\r m^ster^ 
until they attained the eigbieenth yesiriof their age» :• A fund was 
established at the sanie.time by, a-geoeral fax. upon propeity, for 

' the piarchase of ;the freedom of adults ia eaqh district every year^ 
d.uriBg ;tij&\.ml/j.pnal.'t-festiv.ab peceniberj care'; beiidg taken to 
sele.ct tbpse.- 'of'ihe.-.be'st eharacter.;. ■ ' it.xE)ay ;.b$.".proper;to obser*'©? 
that emai^eipatioa ;has.been regiilarly, from, the 19th'o,f 

. 5 uiyj lS'iit J," According tb the tem^s.of the above :decrei8>-aad, nho. 
a<:cQrdlng- to;' 'di<? f,TQv\H\qr^&_. cf .7tiis.:,,ancie^t. Spanish -.cod.ej, ■wfeich 
slUl eidsty and ; which powerfully co-operate with itl They who 

\ attiain: their .eighteenth year are put-'urttl^r the chtirge 0i special 
juntas^ III order io bs; prope.rly disposed of, - placed in useful 
trades viind professioris, or:;other liRes; 6C: life. The .adults may 
imve landj irthey desire, it> or . they TRay go \vhere ,they please;. 
The :State .iia!3 Istely: purchased, fr^edoiri for many of theilatter^ 
v.'llo -had a liki.Bg: to; the .ariBy.-.; Their freedom is a^cured .to theiiv 
whether they ;remain\sQld5fcrs;i;s:#re;disc.h;5rged , It 'is' particularly 
agreeable; to me t6 be able to say, tljat all,? who- have beeb: hiihisr.tp 
.pmi?:nclpatfed<, have. ,cpRdupte4j.theins6lves' siflce that, time ;v/itSi 
propriety..; /-it ;appe.ars\-;by- a. letter 'frprti, Columbia, dated i7-^l*' 
.February I8€g,i about peyeivmonths. after emsiicipation h&d: cosi^f 
inene^d>. Gddr^ssed..to^James.;Stephen, Esq. of.' London, .^'nd since-, 
■made public,. ■*Mhat; the slaves; were: all: then 'pmceabft^ pt, work: 
thtongbout the repu-blipj to; -well .8^s;.r^/jg;._a.^^zy/?^.,e«/r<a«c^iV£? and 
' those originally free, -l; , .And it appears.frpm the accou'ntpf a gen- 
llemafi of high consideration Just arnved , fr cm /Columbia, iii Lon- 

; ■doni;that;up to; .the'. Cu^e-;iC)S».3.-.depar;turcv ;they ". who , -had.- ■been- 
emancipated, " v/ete sfear^f/ and;m/?isfm 
conducted. ' ihemselv^s , well ; 'without & siiigk p:ceptmi" J: 3^% . as 
t,h38;.i5 .-aK!:expen.pient wljich it. will .iye.t take sixteen years; .to cqm- 
plete, it. can; only iae : called ^to our aidj, as far as the result; o.f it is 
IcoowHo. , 'It is, however, an; experiment to which,,a& far as, it has 
been msde, we, may .appeal with satisfaction: for when ws; ,c:pn- 

' sider 



skier that eighteen months?,have jplaps^dj and tht^tinanif'-^ .flmis(^.irids 
had '.been ."freed ;'feetweeo ihe, passing'" oF^ iMq decree, and ili.e.dats of 
the.last/accousits lVom^ Gold iiTtbia,. the measure cannot but be, boo-. ■ 
ssdered tp'-iiave lia^^^ ■. .;' . 

' T!ie seventh 'class may ^^^^ .the slaves of the llohpufable 

Joshua Steele^ vi:h6se eitiancipatiion >yas attempted iii: Barbadoes 
betsve'eirthe years i783"''and' n^^^ '.'.'■■.....' 

ft, appfears that Mri Steele Jived .'in LondoHo • He was'Yice- 
president of the London Society of ArtSy M anufactares, arid Gora- 
fiiercej, and a peKsbri of talerit and erudition. He was the proprietor 
of three estates in BarbadoesV His agent there (ised tq send hitB 
accounts , annuiaUy of his concerns; but these, were latterly so 
ruinous^ hot only ih a pecuniary point of view, but as they related 
to what. Mr; Steele calieci the destriiciiok o( his^l^^^^ he 
resolVifed} though then at tJie advanced age of eiglity, to go ^here, 
and tio look into his 'affairs hiinselfv . AQ<dprdi embarked^ 
anij arrived there eai'ly in the ye " ■. ' ^ ' 

IVl r.V Steele bad not been long •i.in Bkrb^adoes/ Befoi^^ sa\'i^ 
enough to convince inni that there was soniediing radickjUy wrong 
in the rn'anagement of the slaves, a hd he was anxious io try, for 
the' sake as well , of humanity .as of his own interest, to effect a re? 
fofiVi. But how was' he lb aecornplish ilmi; f It e considered 
within' himself how difficuit it vvoisid be,, nay^ impossible^ 
single proprietor to attempt so great nbvelty ,as to bring about 
an alteration of rhanners ani^ customs prpteqteid by iniquitous 
la ws, and to. which tire gentlemen' of the country were recbnciled 
as to the be^t pbssibie for awiending tlie .indocile' and Intractable 
ig^brarib^ of Negro slaveys." It strdck iiihi, how^ 
expedients whibh occurred, thsi he might be. able to form a So» 
ciety, similar to that in London, for tlie purpose of imprqvirig the 
arts, manufactures; and commierce of Barbadoes ; and if so, lie 
" indulged j^ihqpe that by means of it conferences mightfoe in- 
troduced on paitriotic subjects. In the course of ^yhich- new ideas 

~ ■* The slave populatiosi cbnsisteil at the time of passing the decree of from 
■250,00010 300,000 souls. . - , ' ' ' , 

" •■f Sbe. Dr; Dickson's RlitiKation of Slavervj Xpndoa i3!4, frojn whence 
ifevery thing relating to this'suiiject is Uiten. Dr. Dicksou had Imeh for Vnany 
.years aecrcjtary.. to Governor Hay, isi Bafbadoes, vvhere be iind an opportunity 
of ,?jtudying the Slave agriculture asasjjstein. Beinjj in London aiierwards 
wheii the Slave Trade controversy was going on in PariiaiDen't, hedistinguialjed 
hrms'elf by silencing the' tfilFerent writers who defendsd the West Iiidiar; sia- 
very. _ There it ^vas that Mr. Steele -addressed himseSf to him by Jetter, ajad 
^eni; hisn Uiose su»-nluable papers, which the Dcctor afterwacds pubh'slied 
under the modest "title of " Mitigation of Slavery by Steele and DicksoR,*' 
No osie was better qualified thaii Dr.' Dioksyn to become the Editor of 
Mr; Steele. ' •■ > ' ' ■ • . ' ■ 

and 



fHidkievv' oplmohs laigUt, soften /chq,- national ,%otryp\'.sd . far "as' 'to 
a-dtai't goiue' discourses' o'n ; ihe; pbsslbiU'ty.'- of- airiendment'/m/tfeQ 
niaae of go^'eraiilg slaves/'' ' /A." Society .vfas; accordingly Tormecl;|- 
pf gentlemen of the jslaiid ip" V'ip\ . \ ' The 'i^ubjects of ityiscussion 

• l>scaais •popular,; ; it ^tinted-its :iirst-mihute.s m 1 783,, which 'were 
~ very favourably 'received, aiid 'it seeiiied ; to .bid-.'fair to aBsvir;ej:, th^" 

■ bsnevoleril; vjevi^s of its fciinder." ;' ' ■ ■ - 

' ;'Bunpg'tbis' timfe, a'.spG;ce;of 'two yeafsV'lVlr,,Steele had' been 
. .gaining ; a. prafclieal ' kndwlctjg^' of VYestiiddian husbandr}^, and' of 

• tbe.'teiiiper, disp^osstipp;, .'habits, . arid customs of .die, slaves' ' ' He 
lipid a;lso ma^l much ;ahd'jCh<iught'much. It may be inferred froiW 

• lib writings J. %t\ thtee uestidns, especially ^d;,en•l^^ 
miruL I. ' Whether- ' he could :' pot 'do . 'away: .ali, arbitrary *pumsh» 
merits and.'yet hsep up discipiine among.' tiie 'slaves S:'..' WH'ethef 
he corild riot carry Op the plantalidn^v^orlc ih^^^^^^ of 
fc'eward? 'W he dier life could; not change slavery into a conB^^^^ 
tion of a niilder nalme.and character/sb that the. staves shou^^^^ 
'fed by 'degrees' to the 'tb'resl]iQld' ofU.beisty^ '15:901. whence they" ipigh.^ 
stdp'.neiity ' witUoiit ik?ari.'.;2nto;; the'. rank of free ni€n/, if cirpuip- ■ 
Btaiices^. shoisid peraiit and . encourage ; such a procedure. .. ^ Mr, 
^te6!e conceiyed^'aftef mat^^^^ consideration, that he could acg'piii- 
piish, these objects, ; and he riibolved to make the expenment gf a-^ 
duftOy'lippp hi's owrires^^ ' ^^[■y''', :,.';;,' ■■^:''S^,"^''" '■' 

. ' ilit ;the;'epc{ of ihW year 1783, he p.ut the first of these, questions 

> tottlie test. . ; ; I 'to he, .'" the whips and: all power of atr 

■ ^ bii^raty ;|>up)shraent fr^ all the overseers arid their white sQrvapts," 

wjiich ■pcca'sidned'w3r;c^2^'o 9pd Isoon diHriiissied 

siirhis depu'tiesj who' CQMff?. ^yjf; thejqss o^'^^^^^^ 
at, the same ;t'upe, 'that 'a propeiVsubdrdinatjbn,;arid obedierice to 
;ia>vful orders arid duty • should, be _pres^^^^ .1 created a magisr 
ti^cy ^out df tM^ Negroes', ttieriiselves, ;arid apppip^ed court -or 
ju-yjf ■ of the, elder .N egroes ' or , hepd-'mep ,for itrial , and ; punisbmtpt 
of all casuaf oft'ences, (arid these courts 'were always io, be held 
in -my ■"presence, or in that of my, new sup'erintendant,) which 
' cQii it '• veiy' sboit grei0 resp^cta Me: ' ' Seven of these • rpep beirig . .of 
the rank , of driver's in their diSer^pt, departinent;?j \vere also -cpri- 
.stituted [ tuler^s, or .magistrates. ; over all the gang, and were charged 
to .see^at iiU fthnes th^tt nothing should go wrong in thS/ planta- 
tioriiS ; bat '^tliat on atllVnecessaVy occasions they shpuld assenible 
knd'coiisult togeiher ;ho 

recti.lied ; arid I niade, jt^knovyn. to all the .-gangg, that the authority 
of those rulti's should .supply the. absence or .vacancy of ap'over- 
,seer an- jail cases. tliey making daily or occasional reports of all 
. oCcurr erices to the proprietor brhis delegate for' his apprObatibri or . 
his orders." ■ . ' ■ . - ' f > 



'•' • 5i qjpsai;4;tfeat-MivSteel6i>^as' satisfiecJ • r»ith 'Mi) his-iirst. sbp> 
•and Ke..tcok-.iio:otlicrif6r sonie time.-..- At .leagtb, in /about .aaotbier • 
5:edr/>hs yentured- upon, tli'e second,-- lie-.^^.tned svhetlier fio.-could 
s^ot obta:io the labour of his Negroes by wiuntar?/ mems msi&s^d. 
^f'thejold'ime&od by' violence.*'.' On.- a^'.'certa!n daj"-'lie:bftereci .a 
•pccumarj ■ reward for- ■■holing', canes^.-' which:- is .-.the mosi; -laSorioite 
■opiralioa', in West Indian- husbands-yv: ■ " . He OiTered-£wo-|sei1c(3 
lialfpsnny (currency), .■ or/about .three"»halfp8nce'(-3t^rring)j per. daj;. 
.wish: the -lisual alio'^vance- to-ho'ers. of'a dram ^vith" molasses,' "to 
any te'enty-fiva oT his' Kegrces^ both nien-ap^.v?^^^ who \70\M 
^ndefiakb-.co hole^for-'canes'-.an acre' per 'Gayj -''at ■abbot gSf holes 
for :eaclvNegrO;tG"ithe:acre4 .TheAviVoie^gang 'W^re. feady to- mii- 
dertake it ; .but onlyV . fifty .-of-.-the'-^ volunteer^ were 
many ; among them wera' < ihosQ: whd,o*« much light er-^Qceasiom had 
Visually . plciadecl : injirmil^ .and inability-: •but thti' ground/hai.'ing 
hmn moist, :they. holed/ .twelve ■. acr^sj wiihih.^six -idays- ;\!icith;:great 
eascj hti,vm^:lmd dn'IioW) more,oriess,^Vgj-^^e5?e«/r>^^' arid 
(thelike^ejiperiihent was ri^pelted'Vyith the/lik0stic0css*i ' More-ex-^ 
|}eriinenta- with-- ^uch'rprcii>1iims;'oni -wceHingf ^fadf-aeepjliaeifigr weP6 
ihade/.'/byvtask-wbrk-.p.erH^rei:?^^^ -siiccieeded^intlike^niiiriiiei^j, 
tlieic =prerniumi' being- >all I piinetu^aliy-'paid Idsetli' in- /proportion.'^ to 
^heir pbrfoitriance^ i •^.■B^t/aftel^v;^•rds'.&6nle^ 
pnt without premium to, wee^ on a loose cultivated soil in the/com<» 
sion.iiijanner,ffi?g7/i<J^K-'^«^^ much in a-givenitlme 

^3 s?Av-ha-d,!g!5rlon^iedi:!'£^^^^ otworh a^few diiy^;before with 

thb_ :pr{iniiujnoQf:iwo~i3e4Wi^ The?.-.next.j'year -Mt, - 

Steelpi/made isiuiilsrteiipsr^^ , Success lattended hiui! again ; 

and:frot3!i.tbrj^ dnie:ta^kHyork,Jor the voMMdrj/ls^st^m^'h^zcmne^hhe 
genel-al pra;ctic<2 oFtlie-estate.-'*-'; ■ ..v v.b-.u !■.>:, i -r./^-./nn o/; 

Mr. -SteeSe did hot proceed to; put the. third .question to - trial, till 
di^t.year ■ 1 789; :-' The .Society' of ;^.its, : ivhlch^' hd i 'had is^stitu ted/-ln 
378li diad/ greatly ;difa'appointed:i!iia-)/ ;/' Some- /of-^^^d^^ imcmbersj 
looking fback to the -discussions .which had'talien place on;the svtb*- 
ject of '- Siaveryj began to thifik' that.tliey .had gone, too; far as slave- 
holders itttheir admissions.' '- '^'h:5^&n^to'- insinuate^;??-: ^hat tliey 
had been /^akeh "liy .imder; the s ^tious ^appearance of promoting 
the arts, manufactures, and' comLterce df.:BarbadoeiV,to/|>ro»zote 
daii^erouS 'deUgiis agaitistits 'fi&taMisheMaws and-cmt^^^^^ 
CQssions; therefore lof^lhis"^ -Bort, becaiue •toe/ahpppttlar'td'i beifeon^ 
tinucd,'; • . .it 'was- therefore- not tiiU Mr.- 'Steele- ifoUndy that he haclaio 
hope of assistance; from this Societjy ,' and that- he was obliged ; to 
depend ' solely aipon him's'elf, that he put' in force; the remainder- of - 
his ^general. plan. . /tie *had already,.-in: 1 783ji.ab61ished .-arbitrary 
pmiishYnent \and irisdtuted/ a - Negro-raagist^ since, that 

tiiiie .(in i78''3) he aiad a'^pptdd the; system of worIung'.%y'.: tke 
. ~ ' D ■ .- - " '■ piece, ' 
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. 't^satjpiil -s. :mmt . jgipoiimt one; r(ia 1,789^^^:; tliati : l..'-.;afifii {ao,>y--to 

, .thsrcon-ditio'O; -^fnlii's..- s!avc% .-.wliicijt? i;-sfKlv ^oing'/^o^describejjfrom • 
.thei.pi-acllGs >of -our i- ^riglorSaKoi?' ;aiice&tors: jo ■.liife' _ days ■ of ■■•Yii- ' 

.of/ dilenisi : .Tlis, Srpt , Or lowest eonsisted'of.'-Kitteins-* Ih-.^eoss; -who 
■^rferB iaUenabfe'!atpIfas'&re.i---.-r The^ second :of..viUei!33-rfegardant,:,wbq 
.. ■j^^tq::adsmpti'£ieb.^^ • or;. -atfecheii; 'as freehold] property '.•tb:the,-soiii 
iiB;Bd^tiie^]!iikd^oB.las^'-,rof e6pyhold.b'pndslie-Pj'..;'\vho: shad teneiisentis 

• 'M: iaiid/fc.V/;wyc,fc;ll>%i wcFs-^ services-.'-^: Thej^iil* 
!p|as:6rsX;tBeiMQtj,eclj; those ;of thJiilo west classj,^ had . aU.'diese; gra- 
!dati6bs,t07pas3 :lh?ppg^iV' from. '.tite.- first, into: xIiq is^cpndi: and ' .from 

. i\M secQMv-in.to: tlie- thivS^ .feefore :.thej ,gouM.' be'comiS.vfree;. meui ^ 
.'. ^i-liis :',wh3 tliei.'model^ vlrom.- wMeli^Mr.;:Steefe resolved -Iq, bdrrowj ' 
• wlieit: h.§.fom3.cd' lib":plae-.' .for ■changiOg lhe-CQ.nditioiJ.'df; bis;; slaVesi 
.Hs-^did- iiptf Ifowfevers'mdoptife'.thrtiagltout, hut he chose out iof. it 
. •■ M^' thought; weaM I fe. most ■suxt&bl^ .to .;bis '.ptirpose^-andlleft 

■ tbai'fes.iv^ '. We^ro.ay Stfeiwbatihe^^ thefolloxvinglac- 

' . r i .In. tii8;;year 1789 ; be., -erefeted; Hs . plantations: -into' ■mamr§.::- ■ It 
■■ 4ppears'tliat-tb's. Governor- of iBarbaddssiiad .the, po.^ver ;hy;-,charteirj 

■ .■wiCb •.th{3 consenit.of the . majority;. of.. thcxouncil, ■of div.idsog. iKe 
islan:d;ln&' 'mariors,-;:lord,ships, andipreciacts/ and-bf ■•makingjfree;. 
iioMsrs-;' sad;'.tiiough.;_tlil3>:bad not yet,,.been-dbne,.MrvSte8leboped> 
as a member of council^ to iiave influence sufficient to get bis own 
practlire'l.ogaii'^.ed- s,a;'t5n.ieo' - Presuffliag ;uppn this.; he. registered m 

.: i}iQ.mamrS'6bk ail Ii5j3^adi»lt.raa!e slaves/asVo/jt/Z/o/t^erss ; He .tbeh 
.gave ' them ' .separate .tejiemeiits-: of viands, ; 'which- they' \tere to.'oc- 
'c5i'|jy^:and,:;Updo wbiGh .-tliey.-iiWere'.toi raise whatever' they -.might 
tlfi'nk. aio3radv?intage6us. v^^lissS teiieraents .consisted' .of half: an ■ 

' acre..of .^plabtable- -and: ptoducliva. land, to each , adultj',. a. quatitity ■ 
•supposed.' IbO- be'-KufecieBt ;mth industry to" furnish. bim. aEd Hoi. fa- ' 

, ■■mily .-.^vjtb- previsioE and.-ck.lhing.-. v The .tenements .-Yi/ere^imade 

' . dQscehdsbIe:tO'. thQ,beirs,of .the occupiers -or .cbpyhoMers/^ th^t is, 
to their children ■ on.the '^Imitation's ; • -for i\p part of. the • succession 

■ -v/asi -'td go out of .the;pk'titations-i to' .the -issue'-of any ■ foreign" rwifei 
asd^' in'; caseof oo sw-cb' heirs, they' were .to-fall m .to the lord'to^ be v 

- "re^graoted •according .to his 'discretion."- It was -also- inscribsd';that_ 
anyone of the. copyholders,' who would .not 'perform his- services 

• to /the m&nor. -(the refractory and .others),' .was . to: forfeit his. teae« 
ment arid.l'& privileged ranky and to go back to. the state of viileib 
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in gros3 and ''to. be siJbJi&ct tp "cofpoml piinisiimeht as before. 
";;Thufe/* s'ay^ Mr. Steele," we run «o risk whateye ki making 
the' e.Vperiment by giving such copyhold-tenesnents^to ail oiir weVi- 
deserV'iDg 'Hegrpes^ and to all in general, when they appear' to be 
Woh'hy;q?t!iatiavd^^^^^ ■ [ ' \, ] . ' ' -.i' .; ', 

M Jitters having. been adjusted so far;, ]VI|". Steele iiitroduced- the 
practic'e';of 'and wages: ; ] He put an annual rent upon, eacH 
tenement, which he valued at so' many days' labour. He set , a' 
rent also upon persbnar service, as due by the Copyholder to his 
hiaster in his former xjuality of slave. Seeing that his mjister qrjpre- 
decessor had purchased a property isi hiiRj and this he yj^tued in 

. the sai^ie main He then'added the two rents together, making 
so many 'daj|rs' work a|togetiier, and estimated thd'ci in the curreni 
money of thei time.; H done this, Jie fixed, the daily wages or 
pay to be feceived il)y tiie copyholders for the work which they 
were to do. They were to work 26p days in the .year for mm j 
and to hkye 48' besides' "Sund themselves. He fecluced 

these days* work v also to' current iiiohey. These wages' he fix^d 
kt such .a rate, that' f they should be niore than equivalent, to the 
rent'of their copy holds and the psrspnai seryiceswben 

put tpgetlier,' in order to hold qut to therti an evident and profit- 
able incentive totllbirm ' It'appears tliat the reri of", tfie 
terifeihent^ hklf^n acre, vvas . fiked at the rate of 3/o cKfr^npyy or 
beUveeh .forty and ' iifty shillings sterling per - acre, and the wages 
■for a man beltiiiigirig to the first gang at 7|<?. currency pr Sii,; ster- 
ling per. day. As to the' rent fpr t^^ is apt 
mentioned, , ., , ' /'.^ ,^ . ,\ , ■. ' 
. 3^ and things cphaected with it^ Mr.^tede 
efttered the tbilowihg arnong the local laws in the coMr^-ro// of the 

. lens^ts and teiiements. The copyholders were not to work foiT 
. other. 'masters' wkhtf lord, THey Were to, work 

ten' iiPurs ^et day!. If 'they worked over and above that time,- they 
Avere to bs paid, for every hour a tenth part of their daily w.ages, 
aiid they #ere also to forfeit a tenth for eve.ry hour they were ab- 
sent pr deficient ih thcAvork of the dayo All sorts of wofkj hpw- 
eyer,, were.tp he reduced, as far as it could be doae by observao 
tioiij' and Pstimation, to equitable task-work. Hoes ^ve're to be 
furnisheH to the copyholders in tlie first instance ; but they i^ere to 
renew' tlieiii; Avhen; ;wom""put,.at their own .espease. .. The other, 
tools were to bi^ lent them, but to be returned to the store-ikesper 
at nighty or to be. paid for^in default of so doing, Mr, Steele was 
tocontinue the hospital and medical attendance £^t Sis own espenss 
.as; before. - _ - ■-' ' ' _ ' ' ' . ' ' " .', , 

'■ '..M r. Steele, laying now i-ent to receive , and/iyftges to pajy was 
obliged to settfe a new -mode of accounting bet^Veeii the plantation 
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and the laboLsrers. " He brought; .therefore, all the minor i:ro|>3 
of 'Vti^ ' |)la.ntMc^),';sijich;''.£iS' Icorn;,'' gmhi- of ail sorts/. yams, ' .qd'dvoe^s . 
bdskles riim' 'and'/hjola'sses," 'iiVto' a' regular cash apicQuja^^ 
fead'j«e[j:sui^'-Avli[rcH'^!)ie" pHafged' to the; c6pj1iold-stqrel(e6p^ -ssS 
hVaiicet-piiGes'-bt 'tiVe' cu^ tlmd, aiiii the'- storekeej^ef"; 
at the sasiie j>ric3s to sacii of thexopyhoklRrs as'caJ}^ in 
|jUk of if^esyi'n whos'd opCion if was'to'Yake eltlier 'cai^^^^^ 
eitfcSrdiDg'to' 'theif'ejirni'ngSp to aqswer allilieir wants^-' «Bic'e; sakj 
salt fisK, hart:<sUeci- pork, G6rk'' bii'ttery .flpujv.bread, b^^ 
t6bacbo -an|d^v]>ip-e^^^ ' aiid-'all species \ pf ^lpthlhg,'.\^pre |:irovWed. and 
.■.fiwliiiiijetl'troni 'the-' stb're at tlie'-lbvyest rnarkef |jjices.J''"An 
of ivhat;' was paid ibf^^ x\%9!e,fio^Ci'n-flieir 
■ an-eafs to ariiiwer the rents "of , theii'\lands^ . 
fordcxtjiqUeiiciesj tlieir.^ h 

wa's:GCcurUleiy-k^ in 'cPlaiiiiis witlVgreaf simpricityj arid « books, . 
\¥hi^|vchebked'eachoti%/^^^ '[,y ' ' 

^ ^Suci); w|s -tl'ib;' plan of Mr.' Ste.6le,^ ''and.^i, bjaye ■'vthe'pleasure.of 
;|jSilig'aB!e tpailnouiice, that'th^ of itS^ai^ii^hlij, 'sqthfachijj[ . 
io-jUim^If^-'-'M the ye'ar 1.7S8,;''when oil arid, spcond. part 

ofi,t'-nad i>e6n'rt;'duced-'to;5)ractic^ 

" ■iWLlos/.f-3'ays''li;ep of 'betwcca ■dfeveii 'ami' eight .hahdre^' -a^rcs lias ' 

la tiiis plantation napvcj^^^cr 'crv/liite, serv^^ut' 
is' sliovi'efll' to ^ift ^^'s lijufitf'aliainst a N^egrpj '?ipr can he arbi'trari^^ 
pHcr'ia'. jiuriisiitedidnil' ; Fix-miaWs aqd^ 

'Ueip aU'-iii '6i^r'4'jtlibut tl^Viil '^^eql pfsu^^ ihte'irsperate 
pass!ohsv'^''''-''Ay£l''iii'- the ^eWf '1790,* abdiit a' year after the iasipart 
of his plan had been put to tnal," he,s?iys in a letter .tQ,i)r.' Dickson, 

.My .i^opyhblders; li'dve sUddeeded^t^ey^^ my; expect^tipii.*';..,.!^^^^^^ - . 
tvas'iiis- last letter 'co'^iha^ die.dl/inihe^-begintjm^ 

' said' l/ef6re, iB' the ,y<^;ar ''•1780j_and'h^^^^ pen.' in ';ttie','^ig|]if!^ifi 
yeai^^^ liis-age.'-y-He^ lieg^ hiV/huma lii i'783,' ■ 

Qiid'he Tiiiishbd' it" m';i709» 

'Bririg ■litis Megr6e^'tQ'^^hS 'state of vassalage- 4kscn^€!d|j< Prio ibat 
"State' from' Whtence he' t^as;'sutethat they might .be 'transferred with- 
tiji't danger in np; distant iime^, to the rank of f|-eemen^^^ ^it, .sHofild 
he thdugi)t;desirable/'''. 'Hpiived.pn^^ 
tliG'siidcps.s^ ',of'liiB'1a'bburs'/'';.H^^ 
\ heHvished/ andfhe dibd ihi^^^^^ 

'liis-ago.'"''!"'"'.;,^.'' '''■:.■,",?.,' • !':' ■^• 

■ ■ ' ItiBay-'bs projJer' 'rib'w,"atid. indeed, '^sefiil .to, tlie', cause; I 
ad<;^d6atef to stop for a mbtt^^ to obseh'e tUe 'siixii|arity of 

sentiment of two great meni quite unknown to each other ; one of 
^i'libai (MV. , Steele) iviis toncern^^^ in":prepaFing.I%grb-sra%'es for 
-■:-'-■' ;:r''-'' "'■■•^'■";;- • ■'■' \.' ^' " V'" '"freedom, 
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ff eedbffi, ancV t?\e other; (Toussaiint). irt. denii ng tlie .best .ttiode of 
iManagitfg 'thm^^^ beeneiVtldeniy. ri-ji)3:?e free. ^' , 

• -'Hn-'vapjpear^, ' Srst,'"'tli4fc 'tli'ey' wer6':b'oth'- agreed hi thViJ- 'paint,, viz.' 
^ukt''ih'6'J^$(1 'si'ep tb-b.e tak^n' in' either.'^a^e, \va3 the total (iboiiifon 
qf- m'Mirhi-t/pum^^^ , ^ 

- ■ ' It-'appears^' secohdly^' • -that' ' they- were nevertlitress, Ijoih .agreed 
again - as 'to thel'fiecessity- of piniishing delinqiiefits, \ bu.t' ijitif 
ad()pted'djlierent'%vaV^ of'bnngiiig 'theiii> to ju^tibe.- ; l^Bn^sasn't re- 

'.ferred .tlidm ' id- mapk'mtcSf bpt' ivlr. Steele' i'6'«;;l^gTO-co« 
feHoiild p'refer tlie lattei-.'espedient; fi Because a Negro-cdtirt i«ay 
be 'a!'#ay8Kt.liahd}. whereas niagistritek may lire at a distance frotii" 
tl^'piantafsohs^: a^^ be aivvaysiat honie, • Secohdly, be£;a'^^^^ 
the liolding of a Negro^courtivv'oi^d .give consequence to' thdsc/Ne- 

.06eS'Svfip slio'urd cbViVppsejt, not billy in their o^vnl^yes blitl^ 
eyes of btliers ;' arid every thirig,' that inight; elevate the Bjaick thsir 
. l^acter,- woiild- b'e useful to 'those:' Who \vere pft '^iiydad. to etiiami- 
pfkiomfMidi'^ lastly^ beciaxise there Vnust bb/sdme thing siitVsf£fctor!y 
^ and' c'onsoiiftg.td the acpiised to be tried by their jieers; : ' ']'[ : 
" - Ml appears,,' thirdiyy t^^ them Were agreed again ih tlje 

prihciple of teialdng the Negroe.4, in either base, adscripti gieb'Sj bt 
attached to the soil,' though they might differ as to the length' of 
lime of such ascription. . . , ^ . ryj. ..-..■i-j'..... 

Arid it appears, lastl^^, that they wipre agreed in abother, anti this 
the only' remairiing pbint,- oh the necessity of holding v6«4^^ 
stiaiulus to either, so as to esci'te'in theni a vbry^ superibr spirit of 
indiisti*}? to any they had kpbwh'1>efbre'.: ^hey resorted; hpw^v^erj 
to VJiiierent means' |o effect itrisr 'Tbitisaint- gave, thclabotsreraoiie - 
fcurili xit thiq protiuce^ pf tlVe laad', (deducting their "pErsofiat' 6x^ 
perises; '^Mr.' Steele, on the ptiiet h'andj'f^ them' daiii/ 'Wdg&'S' 
•The plan' of Mr.' Steele ssjeois most consonant tb; sound prhiciple 
and tbthe English practice..- ' '■ ''''.'■''''.■,■''■■:■■.:,,' .„' " 
' But, to retuni. It; is possible' that some objector may argue 
thus The case bf Mr. Steele is not coihplete precedent,' fos- 
cauae hr^ slaves 'He had brouglit 

them driiy tb the tkreshdid ot Yiberty, but; no further. They lyere 
cvkj copyh&MerSj hi\i not' free 9^ieh." To this i reply, 5rst,! That 
'Mfl Steele accompljsleed . aU t:hdt he ever aimed tt. 1 have' his 
own wbrdsTor saying, that.so long as the' present iniquitous- slave 
laws,' arid the distinction of colour, should exist, it. vs/^tiiti be im-- 
^jrudeiil; to, gbTiirther. reply agai% That the partisans * of emab-. 
fjipfiiidh would be happy indeed, if they pbuld see the rlky when 
our West Indida slaves^ sl^^^^ at the rank arid, cotidition of 

the .copy holders of Mx. Steele. The fi-eedom .which , they cJ^sire 
, they; believe to he wmpaiible mth the jbini interest of the master 
'h'mthe iilptve: At the same time they maintain). that the copy- 
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holders of Mr, Siccle iiad been biougtu &o near to tiic coiiciiuoii 
of free men, th(\i a removal from one into the other, after a certain 
lime, seemed more like a thing of cours^e tlian a matter to be ai- 
tendeti either with difficulty or danger. Their moral character 
must have improved. If they had ceased for seven years to feel 
tUesuselves degraded by arbitrary punishment, they must have ac- 
quis ed sionje little independence of mind. If tiiey had been paid 
for Uieir labour, they roust hav^ acquired something like a spirit of 
industry. If they had been made to pay rent for their cottage and 
land, and to maintain themselves, they must have been made to 
look beforehand f to think for themselves and families from day io 
drnff and to provide against tht future, ail which operations of the 
mipd jffe the characteristics only of free men. The case, therefore, 
of Mr, Steele is most important and precious: for it shows ub, 
first, that the eriancipation, wliich we sseek, is a thing which mai^ 
bee^ected.> The plan of Mr. Steele was put in force in a British 
Isiland, and that, which was done in one British Island may, under 
similar circumstances, be done again in the same, as well as in an- 
Qtker. It shows us, too, how this emancipation may be brought 
r*bout. The process is so clearly detailed, that any one may foU 
low it. It is also a case for encouragement, inasmuch as it was 
attended with success. 

I bave now considered no less than six cases of slaves emanci- 
pated ip bodies, and a seventh of slaves, who were led up to tho 
very threshold of freedom, comprehending altogether not less thap 
betweep five and six hundr*',d thousatid persons; and I have con- 
sidered also a}! the objections that could \ye reasonably advanced 
ag^iinst there. The result is a belief on my phrt, that emancipa- 
^on lis not ov]y practicable, but that it is practicable without 
danger. The aUvcsp whose cases 1 have been considering, were 
residieht in different parts of the world. There must hay© been, 
amongst such a vast nomber, persons of all characters. Some 
■vyere liberated, who had been accusiomed to the use of arms ; 
others- at a time w^ien the land in which they sojourned was af- 

■wkb all the vicious habits ^ slavery upon them. And yet, under 
ail these disadvantageous circumstances, I find them all, wthout 
^sceptioD, gelding themselves to the txiU of their superiors, so as 
to be brought by them mth as much ease and certainty into the 
form iittenaed for (hem, as clay in tiie hands of the potter is fa- 
shioned to his own model. But, if this be soy 1 think I should be 
ch^geable with a want of conimoa sense, were I to doubt for a 
moment, that emancipation wm practicably; and 1 am not sure 
that I should not be exposed to the same charge, were I to doubt, 
that emancipation zcas practicable uithout dattger. for I have 
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ii-,>i been abic to dif.c nee (^aud it it nioU mjtark altlc) «; singic' 
Jadure. m any ol ibc cases which iiu\c been produced. I have 
not heard througlioat this vast uuisb of eiuancipatcd per&ons of a 
^iiigle inslance of bad behavkiur, not evei> of a refusal lo work, or 
of disobedience to orders, Much less have i heard of frighUid 
commotions, or massacresj or of revenge for past mjiitics, even 
when they had it amply in their power, in fact, the Negro tha- 
racltr is malleable at tiie Europeap will. There is, as i have ob- 
served befoje, II fiingiilar pliability in the t-'iastiuuional temper of 
tlie Negroes, qnd Uiey have besides a quick seoie of their own in- 
terest, which iufiiuencea their conduct. I am convinced, that 
West India masters u>ay do what they will witli their slaves; and 
that they may lead Uiein through any chariges they please, and 
with perfect safety t6 themselves, if ihey will only make the slaves 
understand tliat they are to be benefited thereby. 

Having uow established, I hope, tv^'o of my points, — first, that 
3mamipation is practicable, and, secoridly, that it is practicable 
without danger^ — I proceed to show the probability that it would 
be attended t&ith prq/ii to those planters who should adopt it. 1 
return, therefore, to the case of Mr. Steele, 

I - shall begin by quoting the following expressions of Mr. 
Steele, " [ have employed and anxused myself," says be, " by 
introducing an entire new mode of governing my own slaves, for 
their happiness, and also Jor my own p^ofii^^* It appears then, 
that Mr. Steele's new method of nianagement \vdi% profitable. Let 
us now try to make out from h'^s own account, of what tliese profits 
consisted, 

Mr. Steele informs us, that his ^uperintendant had obliged hicn 
to hire ail his holing at 3/. currency, or 2/. fes. \Od. sterling, per 
acre. He was very much displeased at these repeated charges; 
and then it was, that he put to trial, as I have before related, the 
question wiiether He could not obtain the labour of bis Negroes 
by voluntary means, instead of by the old method of violence. 
He made, therefore, an attetnpt to introduce task- work, or labour 
with a proniised prenuum for extraordinary eSbrts, upon his estates. 
Jrle gave nis ^rs^egiuea u. aumu .jj<^v,uit>*a>j c.z: r^Z'l 

the usual allowances, and the consequence was, as he inmself 
says, that the poorest, feehkit, and by character the most indolent 
]Segroes of the whole gang, cheerfully performed tlie holing of his 
land, generally said to, be the most l^iborious woik, for less than a 
fourth part of the stated price paid to the undertakers for holing." 
This experiment I have detailed above. After this he continued 
the practice of tasl;:- work for a premium. He describes the opera- 
tion of 8(!ch a System upon the minds of his Negroes in the fal- 
lowing Avoids : " Accordjiig to the vui^ar mode of governinj:» 

^'egro- 



Negro Rh\e^, they Uxl ov.l'j []'.c >.l.'tpoi.J;i-ig L-nr ■^i' \iu).j\Aii\K'ni i ) 
doing less than they ought, withcnit tu;)ng Kcn.-ibiC tliat the .'•t'ttied 
alioWance of food and ctoihing givetn, and i'UoukI be accoptedj 
as * rfward for domg well, while in task-vvo"k the expcciaUon 
wincing the ceward, and tho fear of losing it, have a double opera- 
tion to exert their «ndeavc/urs." Mr. Slcele was benelitcd in cmv 
other point of View by this new practice. ** He was clearly con- 
vinced, that savitig time, by doing in one day as much as woiiid 
otherwise req^uire th'rc^ days, whs worth more than douhk the p^c- 
^rmm, the timely tftcU oti vegetation being critical.'* lie found 
also to his sdtismc^<sa,' that " during all the operations under the 
premium there wett no disonlerSf no crowding to the hick-house, as 
before." 

This account shows clearly how Mr. Steele made a part of his 
profits. Thee« profits consisted firsS of a saving of expense in hi .^ 
husbandry, whith paving cws not made by others, lie had bis 
land holed <7f om-fmrth of the usual rent. Let us apply this to 
all the otber operations of husbandry, such as weeding, deep 
hoeing, 8cc. in a large farm of nearly eight hundred afcres, and we 
shaU see how considerable the savings would be in nneyearl JFiis 
Kfjgjro*^ ^ain did 'not counterfeit bicVness as before, in order to 
be' excused from labour, but rather wished to labour i;. order to 
obkain the reward. There was, therefore, no crowding to the 
hosfjritals. This constituted a seeonid source, of saving; fo^.nhey 
who were in the hospitals were maintained by -Mr. Steele v?fth6ut 
eairtiing any thing, while they who were working in the field left 
to their master jn their work, when they went home at night, a 
talue superior to that which' they had received from him for tlieiv 
da^'» labour, • But there was another saving of equal importance, 
which Mr. Stedd 6aHs a aaiHiig of /iw*, but which he might with 
more propriety have called a saving of season. This saving of 
stjason. he says, was worth more than /Irmhff tho nr^mitmi - lort co 
Jt might easily have be^. There* «rb soil^, every farmericnowAj, 
-v^hrcE' are<^ cbustitUted; that if yoU' tniss your day, you miss your 
s^son ; it^^f if jfou mfss yohr season, you lose probably half your 
crbp; The saving^ therefbre, of the season, by having, a -v. hdc 
crop ihsfeAd of h^ffahf bhei' was a third source of savins oj money. 
NbW 1« us |>ut alltliesie savihgs together, and they wiu constitute 
a g^eat saving or ^ix)fit'; for as these savings w^re tpade by Mr, 
Steie^e in cohse<|ueo^e c^^'weB?p/fl«, and were th^fejbre not made 
bpotk&3,J^ey cfymtaijii^£!'tcn profit to him ; or they- 

added to tfife |m>fit, Mrfeatever it' might have be^n, which he used 
to r^tfeive ffoih tH^ estate before his new »/a« was put in f^\p- 
cutiofi , ' ' ' 

But £ discover other ways in which Mr. Steele was benefited; 
' <f , 'as 
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• ■ wrlook tb.c foilLiVVinii; pns?age : " Now," he (alludstig to 1)!^ 
i cw'sysleni), '^'cerv t{)eciesof provisions raised on the plaiiialions, 
or boiigiit trum ihe mcrclianls, is charge(! at the market-price to 
il)c copjhoId-Eiorc, luu! discharged by w\\nt haa hem paid on the 
-\eral accor.nls of every individual buiul-slave; whereas fcr ail 

'sc !<pecies heretofore, I never saw in any plantation-lxjok of my 
-latcs ajiy account of what bccatnp of them, or how they were 
di;-posed of, ndr of their vnlue, other than in these concise words, 
thci/ nrrt given in alhwaucs to the N&groe:^ ami stock. Every yftar, 
for six years r-nsT, this great plantation has bought severalliundred 
bushels of <: 1 ru, and was so fin ty in all grotmd-pTovisions, otir pro- 
duce aUvay.. {alii ng short. ThisJ^ar, HQQ^ sine? the ^tablhhmeitt 
of copi/hoiders, though several acres less were planted last year in 
OuiiiOii corn than usual, yet \vg have been able to sell several hun- 
dred bushels at a higli price, and we have still a great stock in hand, 
I can place this saving to no other account,' than that there is now 
an exact account kept by all produce being paid' as casti to the 
bond-slaves ; and also as all ouf watchmen are obliged to pay for all 
i'>sses that happen on their watcli, they iiavtj found it their interest 
to look well to theircharge ; and consequently that we havehad much 
less stolen from us than before this new government took place." 

Here then we have seen another covMderable source of saving 
to ^fe^>^teele, namely, that he was not obliged to purchase any corn 
for liis'slaves as formerly . My readers will be able to judge bet- 
ter of this saving, when i inform them of what has been the 
wretched policy of many of our planters in this department of their 
concerns. Look over their ferming memoranda, and yon -will see 
sii^ar, sugar, sugar, in every page ; but you may turn over leaf 
nfterleaf, before you will, find the words provision grounds. By 
means of this wretched policy, slaves hare often suffered most grie- 
T-nnfclv. Snmf» of them have bee., hall-stan'ed. Starv ation, too, 
has brouffhton disorders which have ultimately terminated in their 
death. Henctj their ma'stbns have suHered losses, besides the ex- 
j>cnse incurred in buying what they ought to have raised upon 
their own estates, and thi's perhaps at a dear market: and in this 
wretched predicament Mr. Steele appears to have been placed 
when he first went to Barbadocs. His slaves, he tells us, had 
been redxiced in number by bad management. Even for six years 
afterwartls he bad been obligq^ to buy several hundred bushels of 
corn; but iri the ye;ir 1790 he had sold several hundred bushels 
at a high pricte, and ha<i suli a great stock on hand. And to what 
was ail this owing? Not to an exact account kept at the store 
(fot sonic may have sso misunderstood Mr. Steele); for how could 
"an exact account kept there, ha%-c occasioned an increase in the 

produce 
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'ptodt^cjrXQltho carfeV?_brutyiAJ3;,Mre:'Stse|ie.^ 

..- '"tefoip. iiiia?pcsi^a0»ce ;of,,£5ip, supenor.iiidu,J?tr}- lie;'! ha<o|-i ,€^cit^, 

- j'^to-iiW.:?arlli; chree timGo.-more iquicklyjtfesinv^^^^ .or. they,.^vere! 

^.^1.,. f!U.«r«»r-<*.'-^ A,!.* .<-|>rf-vtv« cntf-tvl'- +K<T.'J -S-K^^r *A'<-'3F*r* rf>tVn ^Viori tin 

u^^s? -^^'',X.:l*_■.t^ukv t.3.i \.tys.-, iJ.^- t^A^'^H. vJ^jAVft. y/,Sj*A*>-;5 |4iVh^.^^'Aiivj. -v^r.^* > 

. fedi|b-'k'.i%R ,'cyo.ps" Q^-'&! larger iirpp,on •a\!fss,'j^^iinfe8if,pf^ ' 

■■'^'s'ife.,,l|^fprl" raided,- upoii: 'a -^'g^ -coijyhQte^j^:. t^^^fef"!?^ 

wete^^iiis ;|jsrabas ;ivl!;o^ 'I screa5?|d.pi^i|5^ ^m, ofthsj , ^ar tiii;'^ ^ Su t!,: the 

. general: e>ii3il3ssipa.,pf ;.giypfi:|ii, all^w.gBces" to. |lie i^,egroes ^qd tli^ 
. ;'3tock'|"/!btt|^ ;'to;.1hi5;popyholt|erj Ja^ 

' .-^arg of ;ihei|ji^ ^j;;iiia,sli^'|Sj.,V|I^.Ha^ fopmerl^; great, dea^ 

' • ;|>u|.'ey)3j:y !tbiBg,i!^f^^ ahoilier ''source, .of hsp^.praSts, , j 

'; ; .;,^,.;,^iia|;;;i^^^^^^ ,<?»f J^lt?^^ Siegla : 'were 1 ,!(j.9>n^' ho 

■ 'sb-.as^io;!.!)^ 

•iia4 hsQ^' sQ Hiic|i'!i'sj3ucec| ' fy, iH', ,'?i[iapageme^ , anB wasteful eco- 
9pmy^' llmt, ;t|}e.-^i\ouil .ayeiiage .net dsArfi^ipe. little 'more'ttfe 

- pm. andM 'i^^^'p^' X^sif'.f^fiP^'' -oo gu^basSev.f.'fo.'a.secpnci 'pejripcl' 
of four ' jjearsy. w'' wt?ss4|Ker5'cs ,D£',,tKe'espf.t!pii of a» honest ^^slUq 

■ isjg .t|jt(3 |oss'ii;bm:.tHe .g^^^ aV^rage-ii'ieofne ' ' 
^/as, l)rpugli,fc to.;cie 

•q}j^:i^i'ge/s&.slip-;psauaUy i.n adiling .^necess^r;^! i's^'prks, 'and- in''rep,air:s 
V 't){Q!damag^^^ great hunicap'^i^^tlie 'eyt^ has cleared very . 

■neaT'^^Mf;Wi^il/«2'; i^Kff?'?er:per cent^ ; ithatiSj its'an^^a^ average clear- ■ 
g?i.c^s..i#:'|i^a^i?;<?f these tbribe,, periods, "^as .1'o7''t]|i?^;^pb^'orUpn ^Vfor 

"<:le'^i:ance Itfth^ .?epiond .p^ip(l..wds -158/.' ;10So^j,an'd'in'tKe ..thUid'.jpef 
ri^^JlwW? 3'4^?^-^^.?S,«ff" js .tlie 'sj^a^enient g^en.by .'Mr.;Sit€^1p, 
, ^nd' a; JBOSt. ^inpoitant, ope it 4i ;' 'For if ivp. .com.pare . w^at . the, estate 
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had .cleared. jp--^? Srstj,.wi|lviivhatit,fc^^^ the.!a?fc;of.tlies-^ 

periods'i, andJ)ave're:CQuyse^ fiqdftjat;Mr,, Steele, 

hf^dmore-'than tripled the 'incomo 'of ivj, ^n^consequencs.of hi/new 

fac1^,>!i;hat.hes^^^^^^ Kuise!| in , words. aV^lfi'sagth^ In his answes;. to ' 

cQiUBcjil ■ oa ithe'; aMirs,of the, siairq trad^,, In :& plantation,'' s'ays.hsj- 
f <'.pf vSpjCifSlayes^itt^*^^^ <?^-9Q men, 8£;W0iu'eB,;5j8 

boysj/^Bd^p.^iV^s^I^ of aa able and Bo^ 

lisst. manager, 

sa?tlir!^ej.ears;,aG4 tbire^S ..m^^athsV ; ,%xaItcfatloh.,:Was made'.in .ths 
mpdeio'^'govcr^^ 

whits,.se'ryaats., , AM arbitrary, pitim?hm^^ .0^&-.&ho^s]a.^dy;md 'all 
of&^^e^were tded'and sentencejpsiss^d^by .a ,1a fom' 

■yearsi'.aiid three ..mont^^ after .tlii&.cliange'p^^ these >ve?Q 

:44 birjbsp. and;only. ,41.deathS|, o^wbicli teR:<i_eaths wer^ of -super" 
annuated.piett antl 'wfjniQn,!sdmt?j above 80 -year^ oldo,'; .Bjat.in:^!?® • 
■g^timel interval'tiie anno'al^iet ptejar^cb-of-i^hje estate, was ahmQ^hxQ 

■ ' ©iv' Dicksori, -.ttie'' editor .of 'Mr. Steele,: mentions - these proiiis 
algO> 'apd. ill the . same, terms, . and connects them .'^vi th an enlogium 
'qwMn .St5^i^;--wHipftj^^ ofj'piirauentipiii.. . . " Ivlr. Steele/' 

saysi ej ^^isaw tii^titlie other human beings, were 

3^ be siimniated to ipermanent eseiifoh only by a sense of their oxirii 
interests in' prbvidl^ ^t^ir pwn^jwan^ tho^e of their oi?» 

-. sp.ripgy;' Be^tlj^refo^^ 

. rnost.iadpknt.tp 

• '^djipii ;the iod'ustVy ,^he,had,eiicited, ari3ong."!ik -wholCr-gang^aii^bM 

pitan^resjj}.; .■H-is:ip8Qpfe",became^^ liis mind was; freed 

;frpiii^^ti{a't and';'that toad. of anxiety-, ; which -are 

Insepafab'e. ^r^^^ syatem,^and in iHt!e more than four 

'■^e,ari rtfe ; sa?|»iai- net clearance ,«3f .his property, zoas more tlutn tri-' 
j)^e^/f.';',AgaiDpR anote .pan:Ofihe. work,, " Mro Stede's plan may 
jio doij^bf ^reveiye spW impfpveraeiits, which hss great age obliged 
Mm tp deeUii]ie"r-r".- but it : is'perfect, .as far, as itgoes. . To advance 
' fihve.J^CKi'^sld-n^ mo^ed.mtliQut the 

mUpsip.aidate.m^^ kpiisstycmdiu'' 
'diistrious servanf 'sy dndy ajter payw^ to triple in a 

f^P ihe )in^^ e5(«(e,r~these, i say, were 

gr4j5.t ac)^^^^^ for/cin ageS man m ari untried-field of improve- 

'ijienty pre-occupied: by.- inv.eterate vuigarprejudice.- He -ha^ indeed 
-accOm|>i3shed all that was really doubtful or difficult in the under- 
taking,, and" perhaps a^^^^ at present dbsirabie either jfor owner 

I pr ' slave ; fPr he ■ has ascertained as. a fact, what was before only 

known 
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known to the learned as n thfory. and lo pracCic a! inon ns n pyrn- 
tlox, Uiul Ihepoj/ing of slnvisjor their laboiif docs (i< tuaih; produce 
(t very great profit to their planet's,'* - 

I have now proved (^dsj^r as the plan* ot' Mr. Steele u con. 
l ernefl) my third propositsoii, or Me probability tli fit emanvfpnl 'nm 
WDOiild promote ths interesiif of those who should adopt it but 1 
know of no othr. estate si milaily circuimtanced wiili that of Mr. 
Steele, that where emancipation baa been tried, and where a de - 
tailed result of it has been made known, I cannot confirm it by 
other similar examples; 1 ti^JUst haVe recourse, therclore, to some 
new species dfjjroof. Now it is an old maxissi, as old as the days 
df^ Pliny aiiA Columella, and confirmed by Dr. Adam Smith, and 
all the modem writers on political economy, tliat the labour of free 
men h cheapet thfin the labour of slaves.^ f f therefore 1 should 
t>e able fo snow that this maxim -would be true if applied to all tiic 
<^p«tition9 anti deraaxjds of West Indian agricultiue, I should he 
Able to establish ray proposition cm ti new ground : for it requires 
tio gi^t acuteness to. infer, that, if it be chea}>er to eniploy free 
men than slaves in the ctsltivafion of our islands, emancipafion 
•wrovlcfbe a profitable process, 

I shaiUbow, then, that the t>ld maxim just mentioned is true, 
when iappiied^ to the case in our own islanHs, first, by establishing 
the fact, ihvtfrei* men, people of colcut', in the East Indies, are 
employed 'm pHxisely itie same concerns (the cultivation of the cane 
and the making of sugar) a3 tlie slaves in the West, and that they 
are etoployed at a cheaper rate. The testimony of Henry Botham » 
be cjuite sufficient for Ibis point. That gentleman rcsi- 
t^erf f<5T acfme time in the East Indies, where he became acquainted 
ivith Uie by sioeasjof « sugar estate, in the year 1770 he quitted 
thei E^t for West H'is object was to^ settle in the latter part 
of the world, if it should be found desirable so to do. For this 
plifpoae be risnited -^U the West 'Indran islands, both EngTish and 

t7.-,.rt^K^ ;« «K.>..f — . lie '^^vuiijc uuiiwg liiis' i-iti^^ «* pVUUlV'; 

thbqgh h^j did not continue long* iii this (situation ; and be superin- 
t^dded ialso Misssm. Bosanquets* and J. Fktio's fepgar-plaiitation 
io their part^eris* abseiice. Finding at ttngth the unprofitable way 
10 wHich the lisdian plaiitera conducted their concerns, he 
returned to the Ea3t indies in 1776, and established sugar-works 
• ' 11 • I • ■ • ■ t..^ — 1 — 1- — ' — 

♦ It 4« mlich ro be Tfeared that this beautiful order of thingn was broken up 
aflttf Mr. Steele** ■4e*tfi by h« smcoesiwM, either tbrougb their own prejudices, 
or their »»ttwilKBgnis«i«r inability to st«nd «gaimit the scoflT* and prejudice* of 
others. It mny be iiappj; however, f'>r ihoiJSRJid* n»w io tlft,v«ry, that Mr^ 
Steele lived to accomy^ish his plan; The constituent parts and result of it 
^)>ina k » Rtie »»iiir.pic shown to thus*: wijq may be desirous of trying 
ctnxhciftattoni 

at 



al Bcp.ci.-.ltii i>a iu.- own ^ccoiw.t. Beuitr-Ui LouJou iu the ye«i' 

i7*''^'.l, v>, tii'i' a r.'iiiMfilttCC ■ '? I'inv rr.iij-u il WH'- -.'it'.Hig to L'X :).!Uiil'.' 

iiilo liio ijut;.-!,!!.)!! o! lh(i bra>(.' tia'Jo^ lie fieiivcied n papei U; vijc 
bout J oii the nu 'dc oi callivating a sugar planlaiion in the E;u i. In- 
dies ; Dad t.hi.T paper being thouglif. ot ^leal imporluncc, ho was 
s-uuiniDncd afterwards in i79l conuniUec of tl)e House ot 

C'oiiinior.a, and was exau lined pcrsoiially upon it. 

It is very retnarkable that the vcty Hrst sentence in tins paper 
annomiced the fact at once, that " sugar, better and chu^aper thaj> 
that in the West Indian islaiids, was produced hi/ free m^," 

Mr. Bothani then explained the simple process of making sugar 
in the East. " A prpprietor, generally a Dutchman, q^od Uy let 
his estate, say '300 acres or more, with proper buildings ujxjn it, 
to a Ciiinese, who Hved upon it and 6u\)eriuiendcd it, aisd who re- 
let it to Gee nicn in parcels of 60 or (iO acres, oncxindiUou that they 
should plant it jn canes for so much for every pecul, 133 lbs., of 
sugar produced. This superintendant hired people from the adr 
jacent villages to take oifliiscrop. Onq lot of task-men with then" 
carts and bull'aiocs cut tlie canes, carried t|)CJU to tlie mill, and 
ground them. A second Bct boiled them, and atiiird clayed and 
basketed Uiem for market at so much per pccuh Thus t^ie renter 
knew with certainty what every pecul would cost hiu\,, and he in- 
cusred rio uuncccssary expense; for, when live crop W£i^ oyer, ihu 
task-men returned home. By dividing the labour in tbis manner, 
it was better and cheaper done." . , . , 

Mr. Botiiam detailed next the unproved method of nciking sugar 
in Batavia, whicti we have not room to insei't her^. We;^iayjust 
state, however, that tlio pef sons concernetl in it never naade spirits 
on the sugar estates. The molasses and skimmings were spnt for 
sale to Batavia, wh^re one distillery might buy Uie prpducc of 4 
hundred estates. Here, again, was a vast saving, says M r. Boihanij 
" there was hot, as iu the West Indies, a tUUm^y for ead 
estate" 

He then profeedet},to .ii^kP a coippari^o between, the agricylt 
tur&l system of the tvyo c<>uati'ies« " ^J^*^ carte was ciji|^v;ated tQ 
thf utmost perfection in Bafetvja, whereas Uie culture of it; in the 
West'Indies was but ifiiis infupc^' TAs hoe was scar^^ly used in 
the East, whereas it was aUnost.lAe fn?j»/ew«fi in tlieWe$t> 
The plough wui u$ed instead of il in the East, as for ci§,it couU be 
doty?f YouRgcanes tl^ere vypro kcptal^o often p.l9Ug^ed,;(^sj)i wecdi^ 
ing,. and the lioe was kept to weed round the pltot whjen \ery 
young; but (if this tliere was little fieed> if the land had been suffi- 
ciently p'owghed. When the cane was ready to be earthed up, it 
was done by a .iOrf of shovel raacle for the purpose. Tzvo persons 
with this instfurfient would earth up more canes in a day than ten 

I^es'roes 



Negroes with hoh^- The '-aue-mots wrre ah>o phmiheil up in the 
iirist, whereas they were a.v^r z/p /Ar :.r.;crt:.>/ c'.u';'.';c--'i u) tN- 
West, Many alterattoiis/' says Mi'. Botliani, " arc to be nui-Jc, 
and esjxinses and human Jaboisr le?sened in the West. Ifliviug 
experienced the dijfercme labourers for profu amUahomers Jroia 
ih-i'Pi y cat! assert, that the sarings hythe former Gvetern coimdcr- 
able:' . ^ 

He then pointed out other defects in the West Indian iiiunage- 
fi'.ent^ aiKi their rem^ies, " I am of opinion/' says be, " that the 
■\Vfst Indito plJuiier should for his own interest give more hbour 
to beasV aist} 5es8 to oiaoj A larger portion of his estate ougiit to 
be iti paatuise. When practicable, canes should be carried to the 
jniH, and cane-tops and grass to the stock, in waggons. The cus- 
tom of making a hard-woi-ked Negro get a bundle of grass twice 
a daj ehouid be abolished, and in short a total change t a keylace in 
ihe r<herable niatiiig<^nt in our West Indian hlauds. By these 
means following ias o«ar as possible the East Indian mode, and con- 
^idatlng thfe distilleries, \ do suppose our sugar-islands might be 
bettef worked than tliey now are by iwo^thinh or indeed one-half 
of tlie present force* liet it be considered how niuclvlabour is lost 
by th« persons *ow^*^«wg the forced IdboureT^ which is saved when 
he wofks^or Aw oeP^ P^f^t, . I have stated with the strictest vera- 
ciity a plain maCt'^r of fact, that sugar-estates can bemrked cheaper 
by ft^ men than by slates*, 

1 shall now sho»v, that the old masira, which has been nrten- 
tiooedjis trt^, when applied to tlie <ittse of our W^t Indian islands, 
by e^stefelishing a fft<^' of a very diffefent kind, viz. that the slaves in 
the Wekt indtd* do much moj'ework in a given time when ihet/ 
wdrkfw t)^msdhxs, than when thef work for their masters^ But 
hoW, H win ht do yo» prove, by establishing this fact, that it 
vroUld W ^c^pef ou^piantei-3 to enjploy free men than slaves ? 
lansMf^, tl^«t^7e ih gf^rare tPorkirigfor tkemsekei, they are 
to be conHid«>tv>d. indeed ihat thc^ are, bond Mp, iree. Inhourers. in 
the'tim]p^ce^ttM;y 'imve ho driv^^ with them on these occasions; 
aim^, %r H3i^ »s#cdnd pi^, having oil tkeir eamingH to thetnsehesr, 
they ^lia^ ttiirt? stimulus witliih tljeift to «xcite industry vphich be- 
loo«» Pe«kiM»rly iQ free mett. What ts it, I ask. which gives birth 
to iridiwtr^ ttk ftssy part of the world, seeing that labour is not agree- 
able nftian, |»ijt the slimuUis arising fiom the hope of gam ? 
What mi^s kn' Eog^Wh labourer do more work in the day than a 

♦ Mr.BotHaai!sacfibu»% is coti'firtned «»fO«t«»erubly by the f»ct, that «ug«* 
BiAde *n the Eiwt Ipi*^ can {je brought to Bnglsnd (tbougb it ha« tbre« time* 
lb(> distance to come, w>d of course ibrce time? the freight to pay), and yet be 
iafiRirdea to' tfio ^nffiutset at 5«>K<.or» n rate ft& anv'ihnf »~-_> " h<» Kfonckt thiltcr 
frOfO th* W«tV" * ' : " " 

slave, 



47 



hkivi', !,nti the itinnilas ajc's'uig from ksnnvlettge, thai whnt he 

I'jt^ti'-ii iaboiircr do mucii more work /;<y //.r ;>w<' than hi; the day, 
hal ihe ftlimiilus arising from tiie knowU-dge ihfU ho (nay gain 
juoif' bv Uie iontioi than by the latter aiode of woi-k f Just so is 
llic ^Vc-t Indian slave situated, when he is ivotkingfor himsflf, 
tluit is, when be knows that what he earns is for his o«e'« use. He 
has then the stimulus of a free man, and he is, therefore, dHrin<r, 
,swr7i zcork (iliough iinha})pi!y no longer) really, and in effect, aiul 
to all intents ami purposes, ct^ much a free labourer as^ny person 
in any part of the globe. But if he be a free man, while he \% 
working far liirnseir, and if in that capacity he does twice or thrice 
more work than when he works for his master, it foUows, that it 
would be cheaper for liis master to employ him as a free labourer, 
or that the labour of free men in the West Indies would be cheaper 
than the labour of siavcsc 

That West Indian slaves, when they work for themselves, do 
nuich more in a given time than when they work for their masters, 
is a fact so notorious in the West Indies, that no one who has 
been there would deny it. Look at Long's History of JarheicS, 
The Privy Cousicil Report, Gaisford*s Essay on the good Effects 
of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, «nd other books. Let us fieali- 
also what Dr, Dickson, the editor of Mr. St^le, iand who resided 
80 many years in Barbadoes, says on tlits subject} for what be says 
is so admirably expressed that I cannot help quoting it. ** iPlte 
planters/' says fee, " do not take the r?ght way to make hutnaCi 
ingT? put forth their strength. They apply main force where they 
should apply moral motives, and punishments filone where rewards 
should be judiciously intertuixed. They first heslave their pooV 
people with their cursed whip, and then stand nod Avonder at the 
tremour of their ner ves, and the laxity of their muscles. And yet, 
sti-ange to tell, t/iose ver^ men q^rm, and affirm tmly, that a felat e 
will dn rMore work for himself in an afir^n-ni'tnti thftn \tt» rftn h*» m»f^*^ 
to do for his owner in a fthole day or moreV* And did riot the 
whole Asficiaably of Grenada, in tbe evidence they tratismitted to 
the Privy Council, as -we collect from the famous speech of Mr. 
Pitt on the Slave Trade in' 1701, affirfii ^the same Wing'? " He 
(Mr. Pitt) would show/' he said, " the futility the argUraeht of 
his honourable friend. His honourable frieod had himself adthtt- 
ted, that it was in the power of the. colonies to correct the various 
abuses by which Uie Negro popalation was restraioed. But they 
could not do this vyithout impriming the vondititm. of their ^dte$, 
witiiout making tlieia approximate t<ywards the rank tf cUisxiis, 
without jijiving^ tfifera some litlU interest in their labotir, which would 
occasion them to w ork znth the energy of men. But how iliie As- 
sembly 
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,q)ire,#ache|;fee-flesj^^^ pointed iouti- ..this 

. ^:/'fi'i#:!ioKour4^^^^^ .^fogjthea: only half •thaimimlj^i'j'Qf llie 
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^ masters, maybe established ;a!niostariOxmeti<;a%,-df-\^^^^ -take 

-ti^emEpiyes, -pni^i^ie su&g<?,s3^. ; i-IS-Ja ; sdrpmingj) wjieBrKvev.lGold-into 
^\}§''4M^^> e*1-pini}fjec[':ij5 llo'iisejof GQmmoijsioii"- theJstt'bjec't 
. • of; ;t!|8;Sja?e/Tirad0, i&'fuid hovMi^Xle a , jWesfc lii'diaii ''slaved, reall.^ ' 
■ 4Q#a;l''^fei'fe^^^''?i>F^-/o'«i his.;master:; |md;»;his is,.,conffe'5sed-eqiiaUf/ 

. . ■|^l9pmr.-4?^/tbr€!^^^ -a: ;Kegr6 iiVitbie!..We^t 

.|-n^4|e8f ; i';^^j^|^j5Wj9X€ -^b^^ ' e^pressioas: ftq; -be : r^cohcifedrhvilli 
'.m9 ^53^Q5;a^t|qit5i-ii| ; l^ngland . of, .• Hegro;labour^;i fori '**^to .^oi% 
lpf^'ar>|^(egr0'/;Vi^ xs".und^i^bbd 'itd:'ida4 

jy't-men%pt?i,s hardst«p>? •-say&i'iie^ 

ffi^fM'^^.: SpM"l.^bpi!r-:. Isj-saor^i ia; the- Jm?'i<j;than,;idi..th8-^aaij^/;^- 
,dp,aef ■■; ?43-%jf- •segicgi sta,; feridr 6£ -bis- iabour,': 'stands the 
wc^rfc, and^otsly:;t!iti:oi"^;:£ba tp -.'dv£)id t!ie:iash;^:'Be;4p^3earA'^t6 
-^■^^qrlcyin^Yilljpu.t '.The'i!y.utb'ii^>;j#at<ajB^rbi- 
^'SiYjl^BS^ff^i^n^MUW ,W0rifi .'While iworkiiigifo^ Imiiinastbiv'wm- 
.Y^prfc;Onl^)V/h>!i^,j;he,wfei"p . I's.-upofe 'hlm^v-'i i^vsdmk^h&m -itiiaMs ^ut 
;<;ieajf .B^^. aa?s,iip,L?atSAlngs.iOf, ,a'-;fidd'\K){^rprbnfa>iiujga.r jilaata« 

.C3pi^Kior?^^;\v)?r4 VQp?9Seatingt5ie erlvialilficondition:^ 
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vinf tlis3 -"Wisst :f odiss I'* for ' thi^ 

■MniseK? 4ji one iMj^:'thali fdr-lMfe'.mksteriii'-e ^kdU - \ LeS'iia ta&^'&ea' 
•to 'ba 14^ .sterling •! per wee|r; "'jirid'-pe^i '^sSetHbg pe?^m:2k^ wgieM 
■Ji^'work makes /kldi':^ 'ekraings'?'f ■'^I'lie/mqsiila^^^^ 

'upoo m^ter," -it appears,; .als'd>^'th'at ■<&)feh:-i?9li^^'1fcle';af^f- 

TdispdE .of •'^li'eii- 'owe 'pi^l^ujceji'^'pirid^ tlie 'market.',&el£(may 
;wEQ-gd tlierotaiinot'ije^^vof^^^^ 

'nqiakerw six'^^or'tha^^ 

•s'ecohBljf'l)^ tlieTa'ctdf f^^gro?^^^ 

'liisisiilif^ ssfvkej ■•tJiaf'th,^ old' mjak|to''-^"^'df,''^3 

'pio^-jrikfiim tJiMisi&veSf '-h triie, i^lteij "applied 'tdMhe%)i?^^^^^^^^^ 

•■siiould'&aacijjat^^ \Viiu!d',??jc^?j?oM^ 

th^i'r s-^ccessor^ Beh^fUed, bui.iibt tfre mithctpaiW^ Biki^ _ 

-are 'wortnv^o/m^^ 'csloney 5it tHiB-tnomeiit f ;:&ue'the3r^wbutd|o^^ ' 

ihh-Mkves-afmifie^ 'hiii '£o:'ijvepare'tli6mfor eni^ci^a^^it i^^'hS^fs:- .. • 
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tilings .only, 'viz. th"a£ tlio iavvs' reUting to the slaves niay tse. revised 
by-" the; Bdiisii parjiameat,. -oO- tbiat- they' nlay be roade- '{as'- ' it ' Was- ■ 
alvtfays- irixenSed)' tp acmrd wkliy juid; ?i{?l;,(£j;^e- ripiigmkftdg^%iQ 
■ principfea.of ih^-Bntislfcoaistitutioii, and ihdty w^G'^i siicli-' a ' rsvi-v • 
siott; shaft'-- feve tafen. pkc?;-; tii'e- slaves -mHy •'i3¥;pu'£'iiito?-i^'--sMfe 'd/ ' 
prepdra'iiofi'for: ei^mncipation,;' -'iarid 'Tor', such '■m ^maacipklioh' .fts' 
^ may ,be'M50WB to'.be ■•compatible' with- the' j^^^ tue ■ 

niaster;',n£sd'&ae'.slav6. 'Is:there any thing 'utireasondbleiEit 
position Hi Is" it linreasonabld-' to : desire; that those laws' shbuM b's 

cans, and ;their''desGeridaats,''Ayhp have :ihe';Bhapei>-imagej'-intfei-' 
iebtj- '-ieeiingsy etid'aSectsons-of" - meOj;-shc)u!d,betreafed ■'as;humaii' 
beinga? ; i" ' ''"i'''J:''y'';'':/''\'\' - ■ 

V'l'{ie---measiire.lhep^ which 'I 'haVe%een''prop6si%j, is 'hM mred- 

ests of. the ^ West' 'iBd.iaris .themselves. , t'hese are -at - prep.enty ' jt is' 
■■ . aaid,' in-'-grb'at tlistress;y'a-sid-'s'6'-^ .they' have ' beea'ToV -years'; afld ;:s6 

tliey^''\\^iU^,sM^^^ they'' vvill : lie'gettihg/wdrse md- 

" %yorse)' so long as .ifi'e^^ contihue siimeiy't- How'^caa- 'sucli 'a wicked^- 

such' an\iH-framed';ay'siferh:,s\i& Ihe'-iAimighty jn his; 

^ mWal'-g(H%riiijeiit"'of''ihe', 'w6iid-kamped ;£i 'diaracter lipoh huira'an' 



or lias h^ liotso' ebnfojund'ed llb^^^ fdciil'tlesp ' that they; "are for jsve: 
frustrtiting' their 'ip^^^^^^ 'it i^"'dnly .'td1inow'-'''thb practice of 

out; ' pia'iifers i;^;-^j3'e:'^5sur^c!, -'that' it ''Will /bring -oh?di®culty: ;after ■ j-jr-;^«gstr*f^ 
difHcpltj" j' aJKi-; IgU ' aftej: loss^ 'till 'it;; vi/iltenB' M jiiini IP a- man ' wer©^. fcf^'C;|='lf 
to^sitrddwjri'aild. .to systeriv-of '^rltiulturej' U0'^" '''^ 

^liM" 'lie'- devise ■'(6ini.e',;more;t6\-Ms^^^ '.that which' .thejr: .have ■ fk 

lie'eh'iivt)^ ii'2ing?-!''-'I^et ^sl95k;st'some 

ing''_ parts' of ' thiS'-'s^steiB. /; The first 'tliji't'- stares iis';. iri '-'thfe' •face,'^ls 
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ii' be; cb^sideredj- -how ■'ai^ch ' labour . is lost "by ; -the 'perso'sis-^oVer--; 
seeing "the 'tortm .iaboii!i'rer,'-'whid-i..i^"'-'save for 'His'i 

owi^'p'rofit;^'^'^lhdi no.t'M 

€;f|ikjese:''dnvers^' V fiiave-prov^' that; the slaved do' '"fiidre fot- them-- 
sel\i''es' '; an ■"al'terhbon, ■ tliaii "m' a" [ Whole; d^y vi^ii'efi--they'= wM^ ''fdt ■•■ 
their ■ masters^- " ■ 1 i* ^.as idoubtliess the 'con9istion-&atjro 
was' nnprqfi(afjie^''^ %fe\V-^^ i^ii '•ther'e;;would''be =les3'''of liiumari; 
..■.its-.::-:;.::' -•.i;-.;.t.' -j-.u. *^r,''^teeie: taUe'la-vvay.th-e Whips- from '-Bis - 
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driveis, h\ Ihe vciy^firsl :i!cp necesSiU'ii iu his iinprcA'ed syslem, or 
as die wic qua non without wluch sucli a syf-Unu coitUl uol propcily 
bebegu.'..\; and did not litis very measuu flcr t/n. Jace oj' his af- 
fairs in point of profit in 'three vears t.'jii-.r it had been put into 
operaiidn'i Aud here it must be ob::cived, that, if ever emaaci- 
pation should be begun by oiu- planiera, this iua:; t be (howe\'cr 
tiiey may dislike to part with arbitrary power) as uuich a first step 
with them , as it was with Mr, Steele. Forced lubour stands at 
^th^ head of the catalogue of those nuisnnces beionging to slavery, 
whiph oppose the planter's gain. It must be removed before any 
thing else can bedone„ St o what mischiefs it leads to, indepen- 
dently of ita want of profit. It is impossible that forced labour 
can be kept up from day to day without injury to the constitution 
ofthesbves; and if tiieir health is injured, the property of their 
masters must be injured also. Forced labour, again, sends many 
of Uiiem to the sick-houses. Here is, at any rate, a loss of their 
working tirae. But it drives them also occasionally to run away, 
and sometimes to destroy themselves. Here again is a loss of 
theii working time, and of property into the bargain. Forced la- 
bour ^ then, is one of thosfi striking parts in the West Indian hus- 
bandry, in which we see a comlant source of loss to thQse who 
adopt it; and may we not speak, and yet with truUi, as unfavourably 
of some of the other striking parts in the same fiystem?. What 
shall we say, first, to that injurious disproportion of the articles of 
croppage with the wants, of the estates, wfiich makes httle or no 
provision of food for the labourer (Jthe •aery Jirsi to be cared for), 
but leav^ these to be fed by articles to be bought three thousand 
miles oflT in aiiotf^er country, let the markets there be ever so high, 
or the prices ever so unfayourable, at the time? What, shall we 
say, again, to that obstiaate and ruinous attachment to old customs, 
in' consequence of which eve^i acknowledged irDprovements are 
almost forbidden to' be received ?^ How generziUy has the intro- 
duction of the plough been opposed in the West Indies, though 
both the historians of Jamaica have recommended the use of it, 
ajftd iiiougn It nas been proved Uiat oaw plough wim ifnjo itii> of^ 
/fCfrs^S to relieve each other, woulii turn up as mucH, o.^'^y>. 
(is^ qne h^/ndnd ^groes cowXd with tlieir boes !; Is not the hoe also^ 
contiflued in earthing ^p the caries there, wlien Mr. Botham'. 
prcix'ed', more than thirty years ago, that'is^* men'wouUI do more | 
with tlie East Indian shovel at that sort of work^n .a <iayi than im 
^?girpes with, the foraaer iastruraent? So much for mpro^tdpk 
instrumepts of rh\x&handryi a few words npvv m unprqfitabU rnodes 
o)f, e»Jt>%;^,«?i^ , It se.sms, first, Utrfe less than infatuation, to 
make Negroes carry baskets of dung upon tneir heads, basket 
after basket, to the field. X do not raentioi} thus so much as an in-' 

\ tolerable' 



tuk;>ib!c li.iiuc'iiip upon {.hu:-c w ho have to peiionn it, as an ;ira. 
provident wat^ic o'l .'^tifiigUi and time. Why are not horses, or 
n)t(!es, or oxen, and carts or other vehicles of convc,nie?rce, used 
oftener on suciih occasions r i may notice also that cruel and most 
disadvantageous tuode ofeniplo^nieat of making Negroes collect 
grass for the cattlt, by picking it by the iiand blade by blade. Art 
no artificial grasses to be found in our islands, and is the existence 
of the scyti]e unknown there? But it is of no use to dwell Jongcr 
i.ipon this subject. The whole system us a ruinous one from the 
beginning to the end. Avd from whence doec snch a system arise ? 
it Las its origin in slavery alone. It is practised no where but in 
the land of ignorance and slavery. Slavery indeed, or rather the 
4{es}>otisin which supports slavery, has no compassion, and it is 
one of its characleiistscs never to thhik of sparing the sinm^s of th^ 
zcrdched creature called a slave^ Hence it Is slow to adopt helps, 
with which a beneficent Providence has furnished us, by giving 
to man an inventive faculty for easiing his burthens., or by submit- 
ting the beasts of the held to his dominion and his uae, and it flies 
to expedients wliich are contrary to natuje and reason. lit)W 
then caid 5uci» k system ever answer ? Were an English fariner 
to have recourse to such a syGlerfi> he would not be able to pay his 
rent Ibr a single ye^an If the planters then are in distress, it is 
their ozon faults They nwy, however, thank tlie abolitionists that 
they are not worse off than they are at present. The abolition of 
tlio slave trade, by cutting oft' the purchase of new slaves, has cut 

6ne cause of their ruin* ; and it is only the abolition of slavery 
tohkh can yet save them. Mad the planters, when llie slave tratfe 
was abolished, taken inimediate measures to meet the change; had 
they then revised their lavvs and substituted better; had they then 
put their slaves into a state of preparation for emancipation, m 
what a much more desirable situation would they have been at this 
moment / In fact, vothiup can save, ihotn, Imt-Jhp nhoUtio^> of'^inx^'"^^ 
on a wite and prudent plan. Take away from the planters the use 
and practice of slavery, and the hour of their prospciiii/ vfoxild be 
begun. Can we doubt that Providejice would then bless their 
endef.vouTs, and that delherance from their diSiculties would be 
their portioSi in the end ? ' . ' 

It has appeared, I hope, by this time, «''at what I have been 
proposing is not unreasonable, and that, so far from being injuriqug 
tc the interests of the planters, it would be highly advantageous to 
them. I shall now show, tliat I do not ask for the intrtSduction 
of a more humane system into our Golonies at u time when it 



* Dici-a, >'i Miti};atioH of Slavery, p. 213, wliere it is proved that bought 
felaves ncv^r rtfuud their purchase-money to their owuci s. 



&mld he wipmper la grant it ; z.iid that no fair objection can be 
raised against the prcmtt monies, the, jii from whence tl)c 
sneasures in GonteiBplation should conrajerici;. There was, in- 
deed, a time when tlie planters might have offered something like, 
an excuse for the fccverity of their conduct towaids their slaves, 
on the pies that the greater part of tkera then in the colonies were 
Ajriiutt-bom or stmngerSf and that cargoes were constantly po!>r- 
mg hn^ one after the other, consisting of the same sort of beings, or 
of stubborn ferodoiis peopk^ fiever accmtcmed to workt whose 
spirits ii ^s necxissary to breaks and whosie necks to fores down to 
ihei/oke; and that this could only be etFected by the whip, the 
chain J the iron coliar, and other instruments of the kind. But now 
no such plea can Iw ofiered. It is «ovv sixteen years since the 
slave trade was abolished by England, and it is jiherefore to be 
presumed, that no new slaves have been imported into tbe British 
coioDies within that period. The slaves, therefore, who are there 
at this day, must consist either of Africans, whose spirits must 
bate been long ago broken, or of Creoles born in the cradle jvnd 
brought ap in the trammels of slavery. What r-rgument then can 
be produced-.for the continualion of the present barbarous discj- 
.)p5ine ? And I am glad to find thtit two gentlemen, both of whom 
we have had occasion to quote before, bear rae out in this remark. 
Mr, Steele, speaking of some of the old cruel laws of hnrbadocs, 
applies them to the case before us in these words : — " As, accord- 
ing to Ligon s account, there were not above two.thirds of the 
island in plantatioiis in the year l650, we must suppose that 5n the 
year 1083 the great number of African-horn slaves brought into 
the plantations in chains, and compelled to labour by the terrors of 
corporal punisluixent, might have made itappearnecessarytoenact 
a temporary law so harsh as the statute No. 82; but ^hen the 
great majority of the Negroes were become vernacular, born in 
the island, naturalized by language, _ ai^d famUiarized .by custom, 
did n-^t p^^'^y <>« humanity reauire them to be put under 

milder conditions, such as were grants to the slaves of our baxon 
ancestors?" ,: Colonel Malenfant speaks the salne sentiments. In 
defending his plan, .which be oflfered Jtb the French Government 
for St, Domiuffo in 1 8 1 4, against the vulgar prejudice, that ^vbcre 
jou employ 'Negroes yoij miist of necessity use slavery," he de- 
liver& biflnself thus * If all the Negroes on a plantation had 
fiot b^n more than six months out of Afnca> or it they, bad the 
saine v^em concenaln^ an independent manner of life as the Indians 
or Uie savages of ' (Suiana:, I should consider ray plan to be im- 
practicable. 1 .should then say that coercion would be i7,ecessary : 
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but ninety-iiine out of every hundred Negroes in St, Domingo 
are aware tha t they cannot o btai n necessaries \vi thou t work% Tiiej 
know that it is their duty to work, and they are even desirous of 
working ; but the remembrance of their cruel sufferings m the 
time of slavery renders them suspicious." We may conclude, 
then, thfit if a cr'ue! discipline rcGi uof necessart; in the years 1790 
and 1794, to which tlief>e g<?ntlemen ailude, when there must have 
been niaui/ thoiiscnds of neztly imported Africans both in St. Bo 
iraingo and in the Eiighsh colonies, it cannot be necessajy 
when there have been' no importations into the l&Uei for Jif teen 
years. There can be tio excuse, then, for the English pJantera 
for not altering their system, and this immcdiatefif. It is, on the 
other hand, a great i eprOach to them, considering the quality and 
cSiaracter of their slaves^ that they should not of' thmsdves have 
come forward on the subject before this time. 

Seeing then that nothing has been done where it ouglit, it is the 
duty of the abolitionists to resume their labours. If through the 
iDediutn of the abolition of the slave tr^de they have not accom- 
plished, as they expected, the xvhole of their object, they hare no 
aitemative but to resort to other measures, or to attempt by consti- 
tutional, means under that Legislature which has already sanc- 
tioned their efforts, the mitigation of the cruel treatment of the 
Negroes, with the ultimate view of extinguishing, in due time and 
in a suitable manner, slavery itself. JNor ought any time to be 
lost in making such sirv attetnpt ; for it is a melancholy fact, that 
there is a decrease of the slave population m our islands'at the 
present moment. What other proof rieed we require o/* /Ae se- 
veriti/ of the slavery there, atid of the rtecessity of its mitigation ? 
Severe punishments, want of sufficient food, labour extracted by 
the whip, and a system of prostitution, conspire, alfnost as much 
as ever^ to make inroads u pe n the cohstitutions of the slaves, 
and to prevent their increase. And Jet it be remembered here, 
that any former defect of this kind n^as supplied by importations; 
Dut Unat importations are now unkmful. Unless, therefore, the 
abolitionists interfere, and thai soon,' our West Indian plslnters 
may come to Pariiament and say> " We have now tried your ex- 
periment. It has not answeced. You iiiust thf sre g^v6 
leave to gjs again to the coast of Africa for slaw . There is 
also ariother consider?! tion worthy of the attenifion of the aboli- 
tionists, vu. that apiiblic attempt made iti Englahd to procure the 
abolition of s/arery would very much promote theif original ob- 
ject, the cause or the abolition of the slave trade j for fbreign 
courts have greatly doubted our sincerity as to the latter hieasure, 
and have therefore been very backward in gwing us Iheir assist- 
ance ill il. If EDgtaiiu, &ay ihey, abolished the slave trade from 
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iuoir/l rnviives, how luijipcn* it ihai site, cont'tnnes filmeiii ? But 
if thh public altempi were tQ succeed, then the abbUiionists would 
;;cc their wishes in a dire';?, train for coiDplenoij : for if slavery were 
tofalijn the British islands, this event wu.uld. occjision deudi in a 
^iven tune, and vvi,t|iout. striking anj furlhci' blow, to the execra^ie 
iTSide in every part of the world ; because those foreigners, wjxo 
shodlcf conlujue slavery, no longer >abie tfO couipete in the markets 
with those who should emplo}- free aien, must abandon the slave 
tr^<ile sltogeUier. , . 

.Bill here perhaps the planters will eay,, " , What right have the 
people of England to interfere with our f roper ty, which would be 
the case if .they were to attempt to abolish slavery ?" The people 
9f England, might lepty, th&t they have as good a right aiS, you ^ 
the planters, 'have to .inl;erfere with th^f. jnost pre.<;ious of all pro- 
perty; the liberty o/* yowr s/flfSf's, seeing that you hvLdihem by no 
t iijlit that is ,«of opposed to nature, netwJttf justice, and religio)i. 
The pepp|e of England have no desire t> interfere with your pi-o- 
jperfjr, but .with y oMf. oppmstQti. it Lr probable that, your pro- 
perty vvould be itnprpy'ed , by ;the change. . But,, to exain'jne Xhis 
light i^fjore minutdy, 4 t^fltt'-nd, first, that ihey. ,have always a 
right to interfere in behalf of huniani^- au;^ justice wherevei: their 
appeals can be h<iard" i; contend, secondly, that they Iwe a 
^pre iaime(Jikte tight to interfere in tlie present case, because 
the opprcjssed persons in questiorj, Uving-iti the British dominions 
and undesr tlsQ British; Government, are their fellow subjects^ . L 
contend again, ihait, they hav^ this right upon the ground that 
they are giving youj th^ West Indians, tf ;?wowc>po(y, for their sugar, 
by buying it from you exclusively, a mtick dearp' rate, than ihey 
cart get ilt from other quarters. Syrely-tUey have a right tq say 
Jyon, as. customers for your produce^ Change your systeni and 
we will con^nue to deai yvith you': buf if you. will net change itj 
we will buy pur sugar»el3e;fvhere, or we will niotbuy sugar at all. 
The. Ea$t Iodiari market ;b us; and we prefer sugar that 

is not stained with hlo<>4v . Nay, we vv'iU petitjtjn Parliament to 
lake ptt ttje surpUis duty \yi|^h vWhicN tlmt. Indian sugar is loaded 
on yoiit acGpun^^^^ What superior (jlaii^s have you either upon Par- 
haoij^t or, appjj «j8,»t$atypu ihouB ba>:e,the preferejicc^ ? -As to.the 
East-Indians^ th^y afjff as of the British empire 

as yourse^v?^. _ j^g .itQ/thc?;E?ist Jtpdia- Goinpafiy J they, support all 
their Cf|^tabh?hrayMjte, military^'at their own ejtpense. 

^h^y come, to .qu^ Tfef)U3>p^^ nothing whilevymi, . wiih n&val v 
^tauons, ^nd an extr^twrdinary militai'y force maintained for no ojther 
purpose than to ke«pm aw€!aii injured p^ with heavy 

bounties on the exi^rts^tion of yoiir sug^r, put as to such-.an es- 
penge as make& us doubt whether your trade js worth having x>n its 
\ ., . .. ' -. " ^ _ presejit 
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present terms, Th^^.y, the East India Company, agriin, have beea 
a blessing to the INativcs with whom they liavc been concerned. 
They distribute an equal system of law and justice to all without 
respect of persons. They dispel the clouds of ignorance, super- 
stition, and iiblatsy, and carry with them civilization and liberty 
wherever they go. You, on the other hand, have no code of jus- 
tice hut for yourselves. You deii^ it to those \\;\\ocamiol help them- 
sehes. You hinder liberty by your cruel restrictions on manumis- 
sion; and dreading the inlet of light, you stndi/ to perpetimte igno- 
rance and barbarism. Which then, of the two competitors has 
the claim to preference by an English Parliameuft and an English 
people ? It may probably soon become a question with the latter, 
whether they will consent to pay a million annually more for West 
India sugar than for other of like quality, or, which is the same 
thing, whether they will rllow themselves to be talced arinuailt/ to 
the amount of a miliion sterling to support West Indian slaver^/ ! ! 

I shall now conclude b}' saying, that I leave it, and that 1 re- 
commend it, toothers to add to the light whjch I have endeavoured 
to furnish on tJiis subject, by collecting new facts relative to Eiuan- 
cipation and the result of it in other parts of the world, as well as 
relative to the superiority of free over servile labour, in order that 
the West Indians may be convinced, if possible, that they would 
be benefited by the change of system which 1 propose. They 
must already know, both by past and p -epent experience, Uiat the 
ways of unrighteousness are not profitable. Let them not doubt, 
since the Almighty has decreed the balance in favour of virtuous 
actions, that their efibrts under the new system will work tog.ither 
for their good. 



THE END, 



Printed by Ri liard Taylor, 
Shoe- Lane, . London. 
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